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increase Drop Wire Life 30% —by using GENERAL INSU. 
LATED WIRE WORKS Bronze Drop Wire. This high 
conductivity wire is drawn of solid non-corrosive bronze 
and covered with Neoprene, the insulation that stands up 
under tough punishment. It’s flexible ...easy to work with. 


the Special Needs—of the Telephone Industry, Gould 
ofers a complete line of storage batteries ranging in 
capacities from 10 A.H., to 1680 A.H. All incorporate the 
famous GOULD Flote element that eliminates low cells 
n full float service. In Steel Glass, Rubber or Vitrabloc. 








Easy On Cable Many telephone companies prevent early cable discard 
by eliminating sheath cutting, creeping and rusting with Reliable Zinc 
Cable Hangers. These hangers also provide added protection against 
lightning—cable is bound and solidly grounded to messenger. Made by 


RELIABLE ELECTRIC CO. in six standard sizes. Easy to install. 


Mme-Tested Steel Strand. A ductile, ad. Lower Costs on New Construction! The Model Dependable—in Any Weather! Hemingray Insu- 


zinc coating applied by the famous “D” Neale Spinner, made by CABLE SPIN. lators are made to withstand severest weather. 





: Vanizing Process, provides lasting pro- NING EQUIPMENT CO., operates smoothly They defy rain, snow, sleet. Products of 
SPN ceenst corrosion in INDIANA STEEL under all conditions. Ratchet locks it in po- AMERICAN STRUCTURAL PRODUCTS CO., 


CO. « rapo Steel Strand. Its rugged sition when pull on tow line is released, many of these insulators are still serving after 


in nim; ° 
Minimizes maintenance expenses. regardless 


of machine's location on strand. 20, 30 and even 50 years. Shown is No. 9. 








TELEPHONY 


The Journal of the Telephone Industry 






































PAINLESS DENTISTRY. A successful “party line” telephone 
course in health education was reported to the American Academy Feb 28. 1948 
of Oral Pathology recently by Dr. Saul Levy of Scranton, Pa. epruary ' 
: | 
Dr. Levy said he had organized a group of twenty Scranton den- 
tists who took a course on control of dental decay by a long-distance 
“party” telephone line. Dr. Robert Kesel of the University of IIli- F 
nois Dental College, in Chicago, gave the lectures to the dentists 
listening on their own telephones at home. f 
The new method of teaching was so successful, Dr. Levy said, 
that the Scranton group was planning to take a similar course in fm 
cancer control in March. The first course, held for two-hour periods 
on six consecutive nights, cost each dentist $25, including telephone 
costs. The listening “‘students” could break in at any time during | 
the lectures to ask questions. , 
IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 13 
By Francis X. Welch | 
eee freq 
COMING CONVENTIONS 15 1 HOE 
Is a. » enka <—m- ¢ 9 P | ae 
SOME BOY! “There's a man on a cake of ice about 200 ft. out THE PLANT MAN'S NOTEBOOK 16 |p phas 
from the Kentucky shore,” an excited informant telephoned Cin- Sy Rep Main IF cial 
cinnati police. The message was relayed to Bellevue, Ky., police and Firs 
Patrolman Paul Callahan took off in a hurry to begin rescue opera- BELL SYSTEM ADDS 2,800,000 TELEPHONES lf rang 
tions. IN 1947 18 quen 
/ H > as aaolkk = . i > ° t a] » 
After a while he came back and made this report: COURTS AND COMMISSIONS 22 ae 
“The man turned out to be a buoy.” ” 
AT&T ELECTS GIFFORD CHAIRMAN, vari 
WILSON PRESIDENT 27 decis 
. eee wade 
TEN LITTLE LINEMEN 28 al « 
TELEPHONIC TAPPING. Others may dial for telephone num- thro 
bers but Judy Csintalan, a secretary at Western Electric’s Kearny, phon 
N. J., plant, taps hers out. It all took place during a WeKearnyan Ru 
vaudeville revival when she presented a tap dancing act entitled nd 
i: » : si i ; ; H D F A RGO Jr President \ Adi ertising VU inager seit 
Number, Please!”’ Dressed in blue slacks embroidered with tele- a eave = 6 forth 
phones, she danced to music interpolated appropriately with tele- R. C. RENO, Vice-President & Editor faste 
»yhone rings. Arthur Murray, here we come! , i <a 
. , H. D. FARGO, Vice-President & Treasure: get 
ined 
e e e A. J. STULTS, Secretary & Western Man ger the ] 
CLAIRE LE BRINT, Associate Editor if temp 
PHONE BOOK HISTORY. If the thousands of tourists who ETHEL B. HARTMAN. Associate Editor 2 
visited their nation’s capital last year and facetiously kidded the -B LT Edi See 
natives with queries about “getting in touch with George Washing- RAY BLAIN, Technical Editor rapes 
ton” did not do so, they had only themselves to blame. All they FRANCIS X. WELCH, Washington Edito if facil 
] yas ial George > tele > ae . —" a acd Th 
1ad to do was to dial George on the telephone. MAYME WORKMAN, Traffic Editor MN that 
As a matter of fact, they could have called at least 10 men who f ; = 
have the name George Washington and live in the District of VIVIAN RYDEN, Circulation Manag: ! et 
Columbia. ig Prov 
. ‘ " ; , la Dand 
A lot of tourists actually did call these George Washingtons. sed 
Some, seriously, to find if any of them were kin to the original; FCC 
gp wig es a lark, so they could boast to their friends when Published by tions 
hey go c 10me. I . | 
Ahgg ; - TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORP. — J cies 
It’s also possible in Washington—according to the latest telephone prog 
direc —_ . ers x . fT, — aii ’ —_ Vol. 134, No. 9. Published every week on Saturday by tha 
irectory—to converse with two different Thomas Jeffersons, three TELEPHONY PUBLISHING CORPORATION, 608 South Dear. he 
John Tylers, four Benjamin Harrisons, seven Andrew Jacksons, two born St., Chicago (5), Ill. 15 cents per ag ye ~ ng Will | 
4 Ts vreppe ° i 7 ipti . . ountrics, | 
Andrew Johnsons, four Woodrow Wilsons, three William McKinleys, ae esau’ Deas foam alt od $5 “Other untrigs. mear 
four James Monroes, four James Buchanans, one James Madison, wore me Sel September 4, 1908, 4 wher 
- = i 1 ' e . 
one Ulysses S. Grant, one Zachary Taylor and one Warren G. Carri 
Harding. Telephone Wabash 2435 “on : 
: P ; ; (5), Ul. te 
It’s odd that there is no Grover Cleveland with a telephone in the 608 S. Dearborn St., CHICAGO (5), lu Sram 
nation’s capital and most surprising, not a single Abraham Lincoln U. S. A. Static 
listed in the directory. — towe 
8 TELEPHONY 























FCC issues new revision of its 





allocation of radio frequencies 


for mobile radio-telephone service between 1,000 and 13,200 
megacycles. Welch looking for telephone company with "ex- 


orbitant profits" for perscnal investment. 


HE Federal Communications Com- 
last week got out a new 
revision of its allocation of radio 
frequencies for mobile service between 
1,000 and 13,200 megacycles. Two 
phases of this order should be of spe- 
cial interest to the telephone industry. 
First, there was the temporary ar- 
rangement made for using radio fre- 
for the relaying 
programs’ between cities. 
This did not constitute, in effect, any 
variation of the commission’s previous 
decision to require such network tele- 
vision programs to be carried by coax- 
ial cable or other facilities furnished 
through regular common carrier (tele- 
phone) facilities. 
But the fact is 
sending television programs back and 
forth cities has expanded 
faster than the telephone industry can 
get coaxial cables or other facilities 
This made it necessary for 
the FCC to look around to see if some 
temporary arrangement could be made 
for handling the relay of television 
programs between cities via radio (as 
distinguished from carrier 
facilities) . 
The FCC found upon examination 
that there were certain so-called “aux- 
lliary” uses for television frequencies 
provided within the present television 
vands, which are not being entirely 
used for “auxiliary” purposes. So, the 
PCC has now authorized television sta- 
Hons to use these auxiliary frequen- 
‘les for intercity relay of television 
Programs, with the understanding that 
the prin iry purpose of auxiliary use 


mission 


quencies purpose of 


television 


that the need for 


between 


lined up. 


common 


will still be given priority. “Auxiliary” 
means uses such as television “pickup,” 
where a mobile camera is driven or 
rarried around, catching the program 
‘M the scene’—then sending the pro- 
stam, via radio, back to the television 
— for broadcasting from the 
ver, 
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The commission’s opinion made the 
following statement about this tempo- 
rary shift away from its previous 
policy of preferring telephone facili- 
ties or other common carrier facilities 
for television intercity relay: 


Several representatives of the tele- 
vision broadcasting industry presented 
argument for consideration of an allo- 
cation for private intercity television 
relay operation. The position of the 
industry was, basically, that existing 
and proposed communications common 
carriers were not presently in a posi- 
tion to meet the needs of the television 
broadcasters for network facilities. 
Means of obtaining network program- 
ming in cities other than those now 
served by the common carriers’ coaxial 
cable or microwave transmitter sys- 
tems are wanted, or will be wanted, 
by telephone broadcasters before the 
estimated completion date of the com- 
mon carriers’ facilities. Therefore, al- 
though the commission is still of the 
opinion, as stated in its proposal of 
Oct. 22, 1946, that frequency economy 
requires that intercity television re- 
laying be handled by communications 
common carriers, it is recognized that 
the latter are not yet ready to afford 
the service required and that adequate 
facilities will not be ready for some 
appreciable interval of time. 

Accordingly, provision for intercity 
television relaying, on a coordinated 
basis, by television broadcast licensees 








“It's that new mobile telephone service” 
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is being made within the bands allo- 
cated for other television auxiliary 
uses. To the extent there may be fre- 
quency time available for such non- 
common carrier intercity relaying on 
a basis of non-interference to pick up 
and STL service, the commission in- 
tends to assure that an equitable ap- 
portionment of such frequency time 
will be made available to each of the 
television broadcasters desiring such 
service. 

Therefore, the bands 1990-2110 me, 
6875-7125 me, 12,700-13,200 me are al- 
located primarily for Television Pickup 
and Television STL (studio to trans- 
mitter lines) purposes and secondarily 
for intercity television relaying pur- 
poses on a basis of noninterference to 
the primary service. Since this does 
not represent an increase in spectrum 
space available for auxiliary television 
uses the amount of intercity television 
relaying that may be accomplished de- 
pends largely upon the ingenuity and 
cooperation of the television industry 
in making the most effective use of 
frequency space available. 

The commission desires to emphasize 
that this special provision for intercity 
television relaying is a purely tem- 
porary measure designed to assist the 
television industry until such time as 


permanent common carrier facilities 
are generally available, and _ those 
broadcasters who venture into the 


business of relaying television pro- 
grams in these frequency bands should 
plan to amortize their investment at 
the earliest possible date. 


The second point covered in the FCC 
order was the basic reaffirmation of 
four types of service for which pro- 
vision would be made in the allocation 
of radio frequencies in the spectrum 
band covered (that is other than gov- 
ernment service). These are: 


(1) Common earrier fixed service 
(including telephone company service). 

(2) Fixed circuits other than com- 
mon carriers or various television use 
(this would include those operators 
who serve principally their own needs 
for fixed point to point radio or ratiod 
television communication, such as pri- 
vate industry and land transportation 
service, public safety, aeronautical 
fixed and mobile services, overseas cir- 
cuits. 

(3) Mobile radio or radio telephone 
service, other than television pickup. 

(4) Television pickup — including 
studio to transmitter, or the temporary 
intercity relay of television programs, 
already mentioned. 


classification of 
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With this general 








major uses (by non-governmental 
agencies) of radio frequencies between 
1,000 and 13,200 megacycles, the FCC 
issued the following table of radio 
allocation which should be well worth 
special note by any telephone company 
interested either in mobile service or 
television relay (only domestic alloca- 
tions are listed here—international al- 
locations were assigned at the same 
time): 


TABLE OF FREQUENCY 
ALLOCATIONS 
1000-13200 Megacycles 
Nongovernment Fixed and Mobile 
Services 
Frequency 
Band, me. 
1,850-2,200 


Allocation 
1,850-1,990 me fixed ex- 
cept common carrier, 
television STL and in- 
terim television relay. 
1,990-2,110 me television 
pickup, television STL 
and interim television 
relay. 
2,110-2,200 me fixed ex- 
cept common carrier, 
television STL and in- 
terim television relay. 
2,450 - 2,500 me (a) 
fixed; (b) mobile; (c) 
radiolocation. 
2,500-2,700 me fixed ex- 
cept common carrier, 
television STL and in- 
terim television relay. 
3,500-38,700 me mobile 
except television pickup. 
3,700-4,200 me common 
carrier fixed circuits. 
5,925-6,425 me common 
carrier fixed circuits. 
6,425-6,575 me mobile 
except television pickup. 
6,575-6,875 me fixed ex- 
cept common carrier, 
television STL and in- 
terim television relay. 
6,875-7,125 me television 
pickup, television STL, 
interim television relay. 


2,450-2,700 


3,500-4,200 


5,925-7,125 


10,700-13,200 10,700-11,700 me com- 
mon carrier fixed cir- 
cuits. 


11,700-12,200 me mobile 
except television pickup. 
12,200-12,700 mc _ fixed 
except common carrier, 
television STL, and in- 
terim television relay. 

12,700-13,200 mc televi- 


sion pickup, television 
STL, interim television 
relay. 

e ee 


In the same FCC proceeding, one of 
the telephone company service organi- 
zations had made a request with re- 
spect to using certain war surplus 
mobile equipment, which brought forth 
from the commission a policy state- 
ment of some interest. The company 
in question had asked that a 50-mega- 
cycle band, preferably in the range of 
2,650 to 2,700 megacycles, be assigned 
for “common carrier” (meaning 
principally telephone company use). 
The commission found itself unable to 
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use 


Demonstrating a 60 year span 


(left), president, The Gray Mfg. Co., 


in the history of the telephone paystation, 
Hartford, Conn., 





Walter E. 
Raymond D. 


Ditmors 


"*phones"’ Sen. Baldwin 


(right), using the models of 1889 and 1890, while Dr. Alexander Wetmore, Smithsonian Institute 


head, looks on. The historic Regents 
presentation of the original models to Dr. 


Room of the 
Wetmore, 


institute was the scene of Mr. Ditmar's 
which commemorated the Gray company's 


contribution to American communications through the invention and development of the paystation. 
At present Gray is manufacturing the Gray Audograph, electronic instrument used for dictation 
and general voice recording. 


go along with this 
made the following 
opinion regarding it: 


suggestion, and 
comment in its 


“ee 


’ However, this request did not 
rest 


upon the contention that inade- 
quate spectrum space had been pro- 
posed for common carrier use but 


rather upon the fact that the indicated 
space was desired to accommodate cer- 
tain war surplus equipment which this 
company had purchased and had placed 
in operation. The commission does not 
consider that this is a sufficient show- 


ing of the need for the specific fre- 
quency allocation requested, in the 
light of the other requirements for 
allocations in this’ portion of the 


spectrum, particularly since there is 

no contention that the frequencies al- 

located for the common carrier fixed 
bands are inadequate.” 
eee 

Apropos of television relay, the As- 


sociated Press recently reported an 
announcement by Bell Telephone Lab- 
oratories of a new lens which focuses 
short 
that a 
to 100 


lenses 


waves in searchlight fashion so 
television beam may 
simultaneously. 


described as 


earry 50 
pictures The 
are resembling 
“Christmas “layer cakes.” 
They are to function both as rectifiers 
and the 
operation. 

When a 
relay 


trees” or 


boosters in television relay 
television beam reaches a 
station it is somewhat spread 
out, like the far end of a searchlight 


beam. The station picks up 
bit of this incoming 
trates it, amplifies it, and sends it t 
the next relay station. That is 


the new lenses will come in. They wil 


relay 
beam, concen- 


where 


pickup the bit of incoming beam ani 


focus it more sharply than has eve 
before been possible. 

The lenses are made of little, shiny, 
hollow metal flat 
the size of small Christmas tre¢ 
They can either be set up 
clusters or laid out on 


balls, or dises, about 
orna 
ments. 
strips of paraf 
fin, built up like layer cakes. 

The new lenses are to be used for 
television rela) 


New York al 


line already 1s 


short-wave radio and 
line to be built between 
Chicago. <A 
working between New York and Bos- 
but not 


lenses. present 


similar 


does have the ne 


The 
only eight 


ton, yet 
relays will car’) 
simu 


television programs 


taneously. 


The new lenses were developed | 
Dr. Winston E. Kock of the Be 
Laboratories. 

Ever since the news came throug! 
that Leroy A. Wilson had been namet 
president of AT&T to succeed Walte! 
S. Gifford (now chairman of the 
board), such esteemed contemporarie 
as The Wall Street Journal have bee! 
commenting upon the way the various 
members of the Wilson clan have bee! 
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gett 
Wil: 
in | 
yeal 
men 
ovel 
Smi 

B 
welc 
post 
late: 
trio 
ache 
with 
Stat 
eral: 
cato 
ors, 
It i 
betw 
Gens 
son, 
year 
plae 
an é 
ing 

N 
that 
most 
are 
sam 
Gen 
and 
sail 
busi 
toge’ 
ugh 
part 


lars 
win 
bute 


or's 
ny's 
ion. 
tion 


ug! 
med 
alte! 

the 
aries 
bee! 
rjous 
been 


NY 


getting up in the world. Of course, 
Wilson always. was an ubiquitous name 
in this land of ours, but of recent 
years it seems that the accomplish- 
ments of the Wilson tribe have been 
overshadowing even the multitudinous 
Smiths, Joneses, Browns, etc. 

Business writers and editors will, in 
welcoming Leroy A. Wilson to the top 
post of the Bell System, see in this 
latest illumination of an already illus- 
trious name, a minor mechanical head- 
ache. It is not enough that, starting 
with a former President of the United 
States there have been, and are, gen- 
erals, admirals, lawyers, doctors, edu- 
cators, ambassadors, senators, govern- 
ors, and representatives of that name. 
It is not enough that the similarity 
between Charles E. Wilson, head of 
General Electric, and Charles E. Wil- 
son, head of General Motors, has fo1 
years been an endless source of mis- 
placed credits, misdirected mail, and 
an all-around terror in the proof read- 
ing department. 

Now we are confronted with the fact 
that five of the 
most important 
are all headed by presidents with the 
AT&T, Motors, 
General Electric, Paper, 
and Wilson & Co., Anyway, 
judging from their respective lines of 


nation’s biggest and 


business corporations 


same name: General 
Hammermill 


packers. 


business, if these five Wilsons ever get 


together for a trip, they certainly 


supply the 
party with everything necessary for a 
perfect 


ought to be able to 


outing, from’ transportation 
all 


preserved, 


through communication and sorts 


f comestibles, perfectly 


cooked, and packaged. 


If any reader of this department 
Knows of a telephone company which 
s making profits,” 
very 
to know about it by return mail, tele- 
phone call, or For 


for a 


“exorbitant 
correspondent 


yout 
would be pleased 


wire. years he has 


been hunting around telephone 


company or, for that matter, any com- 


any which was making exorbitant 
profits, in the hope of finding one in 
vhich to make a little personal in- 
vestment 

During the current widespread dis- 
cussion over telephone rates in nearly 
‘very state in the Union, the opposi- 
tion to rate increases has occasionally 


enewed the glowing promise concealed 


that fascinating phrase ‘exorbitant 
profits,” but upon investigation in each 
fase, the dreary reality always seems 

turn up something that would 
‘ardly terest the most easily satis- 
Ned inve tor. 

And correspondent is not, by 
any mea an easily satisfied investor. 
What he would like to have for his 
ivestme (as of current writing, 
‘round 1.75) is nothing less than 
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Texas Telephone Association. 
Buccaneer Hotel, Galveston, Mar. 


15. 16 and 17. 


Kentucky Tele- 
phone Association, Phoenix Hotel. 


Independent 
Lexington, Mar. 9. 
Nebraska 


tion, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, 


30 and 31. 


Associa- 


Mar. 


Telephone 


Independent Telephone 
Fort Des Moines 
Hotel, Des Moines, Apr. 6 and 7. 


lowa 


Association, 


United States Independent Tele- 


phone Association Executives’ 

Conference, Edgewater Beach 

Hotel, Chicago, Apr. 12 and 13. 
I 


Association, 


Telephone 


Hotel. 


Independent 
Neil 


Columbus, Apr. 20 and 21. 


House 


Illinois Telephone Association. 
Hotel Pere Marquette. 
Apr. 28 and 29. 


Peoria. 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Hotel Claypool. 
5 and 6, 


Indianapolis, May 





COMING 1948 CONVENTIONS 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Roosevelt 


Hotel, Pittsburgh, May 13 and 14. 


Kansas Telephone Association, 
Jayhawk Hotel, Topeka, May 19 
and 20. 


Wisconsin State Telephone As- 
sociation (no hotel selected), May 
19 and 20. 


New York State Telephone As- 
sociation, Seneca Hotel, Rochester, 
May 26 and 27. 

Rocky Mountain Telephone As- 
Albany Hotel, 


Sept. 16 and 17. 


sociation, Denver. 


Michigan Independent’ Tele- 
phone Association, Hotel Olds, 


Lansing. Sept. 23 and 24. 
United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Stevens Hotel, 


11, 12 and 13. 


Chicago, Oct. 


Missouri Telephone Association, 
Hotel, City, 
15 and 16. 


Governor 
Nov. 


Jefferson 








like 


possible. 


“exorbitant profits,” and he would 


to have them as quickly as 
The false hopes that are being aroused 
rate seem to flare 
the rock-bound New 
England to the the 
Pacific. Recently one of the New Eng- 
land telephone attracted 
special attention because an FCC 
pert had taken the trouble to go up to 


in these cases 


up 
from coast of 
sunny shores of 
rate cases 


Ga“ 


support the state council’s claim that 
the telephone 
“exorbitant 
analysis 


making 
the final 
the 


company was 
profits.” But 


showed nothing of sort. 


the annual 
report of the AT&T system as a whole 
for 1947. 
like “exorbitant profits,” 
available for 
amounted to 4.5 
total capital 


Now we have available 
Far from showing anything 
the Bell Sys- 
interest and 


cent of 


fund 
dividends 


tem 

per 
the 
The annual report called this the low- 


invested in business. 


est in the system’s history, except in 
the depression years of 1932 and 1933. 
Consolidated income applicable to 
stock of the AT&T company was only 
$7.66 a $10.23 a 


for 1946. 


share, as 
the 


against 
share 

The $47,362,884, 
was largely the result of strikes in the 
quarter of the 


previous year of 


decline in income, 


second year, according 


to former AT&T 
Gifford. As a rate 
during the last part of the year, earn- 
ings showed considerable improvement. 
But it is still a far ery from 
tant profits.” 
reader 


President Walter S. 


result of increases 


“exorbi- 
And so to repeat, if the 
knows of any 
overlooked as a 


company which 
source of 
such fruitful investment, don’t be self- 
ish about it. But remember the 
lute condition is that the profits must 
be exorbitant. Other than 


has been 


abso- 


that, any 
legitimate investment will be cheer- 
fully considered—even the newspaper 


business in St. Louis or Louisville. 


P. S. Telephone workers are being 


polled on their choice for President of 


the United States. The Communica- 
tion Workers of America has mailed 
ballots to some 2,000 of its rank and 
file cross-section of its 200,000 plus 
membership. Ballots carry the names 
of Truman, Dewey, Wallace, Taft, 


Stassen, and Vandenberg, with a space 
for writing in. Early this month the 
union’s executive board had authorized 
a political with the 
suggestion that members contribute at 
least $1.00 each. 


action program, 
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T IS surprising to note how clever 
operators of power trenchers have 
become in the use of this equipment. 
Due to their ability, very little hand 
trenching is necessary on the average 
underground cable job. Accurate rec- 
ords of other utilities are also of con- 
siderable help on jobs of this nature. 


The present practice of installing a 
small hydrometer in each cell of a tele- 
phone storage battery is considered 
highly desirable. These instruments 
have marks to indicate the allowable 
variations in specific gravity of each 
cell which can be determined at a 
glance. This is definitely a better pro- 
cedure than using a syringe type hy- 
drometer and should contribute to 
better battery maintenance. 


We often have heard rumors to the 
effect that lightning picked up by trees 
is conducted through their roots to 
underground cables. This action is evi- 
denced by the fact that occasionally 
distribution cables which are entirely 
underground are damaged by light- 
ning. 

We always doubted the fact that 
tree roots actually conducted lightning 
until advised by Col. William M. 
Thames, Signal Corps. that he actu- 
ally witnessed such an incident down 
in Florida a few years ago. In this 
case, the tree, which was struck by 
lightning, was located in sandy soil 
and the flow of current between the 
tree roots and the cable formed lumps 
of glass from the melted sand. 

This appears to be conclusive proof 
that tree roots do conduct lightning 
discharges. 


A correspondent advises that he of- 
ten uses cable rings of equal size to 
suspend two cables from one mes- 
senger strand. With this system, the 
cables are suspended side by side in- 
stead of one below the other on extra 
long rings. We are advised, too, that 
this arrangement causes less trouble 
than when the extra long rings are 
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used. We have never seen a job of this 
type, but the idea sounds interesting. 


The new mobile telephone system 
often places as many as 50 telephones 
on one channel. It is hoped that addi- 
tional channels can be utilized when 
additional frequencies can be made 
available. It is claimed, however, that 
very little confusion is being experi- 
enced at the present time, since the 
average conversation over a mobile 
telephone is comparatively short. 


Telephone men argue about the darn- 
dest things. The other day we over- 
heard a bunch of old-timers arguing 
about when the first lead-covered cable 
was installed in Ohio. Some claimed 
aerial cable was the first in that state 
while others contended that under- 
ground was first. We tried to be help- 
ful, and it was discovered that the 
first cable must have been installed in 
that state back around 1886. Anyway, 
the city of Cleveland passed an ordi- 
nance governing the installation of 
underground conduit systems in that 
year. This leads us to assume that 
aerial cable was probably installed 
prior to that date. 

If any of our readers have accurate 
information as to when the first cable 
was installed in the Buckeye State, we 
should be pleased to hear from them. 


eee 

Mrs. Bradford Washburn, the first 

woman to climb 20,000 ft., atop Mt. 

McKinley, talked from this spot by 

radio-telephone to friends in Seattle. 
eee 

It has been said: “Let’s hope we 

never get too old to understand a 


young man’s viewpoint.” 


eee 

Television Station WNBW in Wash- 
ington, D. C., moved its electronic 
cameras to National Airport recently 
to give televiewers a glimpse of the 
activities in the Airport Control Tower. 
A demonstration of GCA (Ground 
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Controlled Approach) and ILS (In- 
strument Landing System) also was 
shown. 


Shows of popular subjects such as 
these are certain to increase the popu- 
larity of television. 


Atomic storage batteries have bee: 
suggested by the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission as one method of putting t 
work the energy of nuclear fission. 

If a quantity of radio-active mate- 
rial were enclosed in a box, the think- 
ing goes, the box would 
and continue so for a long time. This 
heat could be used to drive an engine. 

The energy source thus 
hardly could be as powerful as ai 
atomic pile, but it would be a lot safe 
to use. By selection of the 
radio-active materials, the most letha! 
radiations could be avoided, thus eas- 
ing the shielding problems and conse- 
quently reducing weight. A long live 
battery of this type might prove valu- 
able for low power applications sucl 


become hot 


obtained 


prope} 


as vehicle propulsion. 
e ee 


The world’s most public 
clock is located in the window of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co.'s 
building at 195 Broadway, New York 
City. This clock never varies mort 
than a twentieth of a 
secret of its accuracy is a quartz crys 
tal control located in the Bell Labora 
tories, several blocks away. 


accurate 


second. The 


99| 


It is claimed that during 1947, 1,26 


Americans were killed and 85,000 ID 
jured in accidents invelving autome 
biles which were turning left at the 
time of the accident. The flasher ligh! 
which indicates a turn, now regula 


equipment on many new aut mobiles 
should prove of considerable help ” 
avoiding accidents of this nature. 


eee 
The 1947 World Series set an al! 
time record of 781,215 telephone calls 
to the telephone company’s time bureal 
in New York City, for scores during 
TEL HONY 
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the seven-game baseball series. This 
is said to be the greatest number of 
calls since 1941, when the company 
began its practice of giving the scores 
along with the time of day. 


The “Winnie Winkle” comic strip of 
late has been depicting the numerous 
defects of party line telephone service. 
While many of the defects pictured in 
strips ludicrous 


these are 


nevertheless they 


certainly 


probably are based 


on fact in some instances. 





> PLANT M 


(). We 


meter with a 


100,000 


10-volt scale and a shunt. 


have a good volt- 


Can we purchase keys and use this in- 
strument in a wire chief's test set? 

A. This type of meter will prove 
ideal for this purpose. Rather than 


build such a set locally, it is suggested 
that you purchase one from your tele- 


phone supply house of a type which 
] 


ill mount your style of voltmeter. 
It is believed that this will 
the 


provide you with a much bet- 


prove an 


economy in long run and should 


certain! 


0. What 


for the splicing of parallel drop wire? 


method is recommended 


A. When this type of wire must be 
spliced, the use of compression type 
sleeves is recommended. Protect these 
sleeves by covering them with two 
Vrappings of rubber tape covered with 
Iriction tape. 

If drop wire runs are planned and 
short lengths saved until such times as 
they ¢ be used to advantage, seldom 
vill sy ‘es be required. Even a 200d 
splice may represent a weak spot in 

e ind it always requires consid 
erable time to make. 

* ©« 6 

\). I. it considered desirable to bury 
4 quaniity of chareoal with a copper 
Plate u-ed to form an office ground? 

1. This practice formerly was used 
extens v, but has been abandoned in 
most es during the past several 
years 

The eau of Standards Report No. 
108, Gr ind Connections for Electrical 
Systen states that a grounding de- 
vice th would absorb water in wet 
seasons d give it out in dry seasons 
i sufi cnt quantities to keep the 
adjacey oil moist at all times and, 
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While many customers are glad to 
secure even party line service these 
days, they still would prefer individual 
line service if this could be obtained 
even at a substantial higher rate. We 
know disgruntled party line 
subscribers who have party line meas- 
ured which 
than individual 

We 
party 
be changed to 


of some 
service, costs them more 
unlimited service. 
the that 
service in cases will 


line 


conviction 

many 
individual line 
just as soon as facilities become avail- 
able. 


are firm in 
line 


service 
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thus, prevent marked fluctuations of 
resistance would be very desirable. 
Such a device has not proved prac- 
ticable to date. Charcoal was for- 


merly used with a view to meeting this 


condition. The Bureau of Standards 
report states that as regards gases, 
the absorptive power of charcoal is 


given volume of charcoal 


able to 


enormous, a 


being absorb many times its 
volume of gas; however, as regards to 
water, its about 
the same magnitude as that of an equal 


volume of earth. The quantity of water 


absorptive power is 


which could be stored in such a small 
volume of charcoal is, therefore, not 
sufficient to be of any benefit and, 
moreover, the charcoal would tend to 
dry out as fast as the surrounding 
earth and not lag appreciably _ be- 


hind it. 

It must be remembered, 
that the addition to the soil 
ing an 


however, 
surround- 
electrode of a 


soluble salt 


conductive in solution 
the 
comparison with what it would be with 
earth the 
treatment contributes to this effect, is 
But, as 
wet 


which is highly 


materially decreases resistance in 


normal and, insofar as soil 


of material benefit. far as 
water in 
out in 


salt 


absorbing seasons and 


giving it seasons is 


effects 


dry con- 


cerned, treating are neg- 
ligible. 


electrical disturbances ever 


0. Do 
affect submarine cables? 

A. Electrical disturbances picked up 
from the often 
messages to become 


sources outside cable 
received 


garbled. 


cause 
The disturbances encountered 
on submarine cables may be classed as 
artificial and natural. 


The earth and sea water constitute 
a massive conducting medium. More- 
over, the earth is constantly being 


charged with stray electrical currents, 





from light, power and electric railway 
systems. These industrially produced 
currents are manifest in earth and sea 
water as electromagnetic fields in the 
form of periodic surges or pulses. 

The use of submarine cable often is 
interrupted during unusually intense 
electrical storms or magnetic disturb- 
ances because of 
electrostatic 


electromagnetic or 
voltages induced in the 
landlines, or portions of cable, located 
in shallow water. 

When a severe storm occurs or there 
are displays of the aurora borealis in 
the sky, voltages ranging up to several 
hundred volts are often induced in 
cables. The voltages alternate from 
one direction to the other in an irregu- 
lar manner and at speed. The 
period of reversal may be a few sec- 


low 


onds or it may be as long as 30 min- 
utes. A sea earth has no effect on such 
the voltages usually 
are induced in that portion of the cable 
which extends beyond the length of the 
earth. Also, static interference 
resulting from electrical discharges is 
reduced by the sea earth only if such 
discharges 


disturbances, as 


sea 


occur in lengths of cable 
paralleled by the sea earth. The usual 
function of the sea earth is not to over- 
come extreme interference 


which occur beyond its length, but to 


cases of 


diminish the effect of these disturb- 
ances, usually of the artificial type 
which occur in the sections of cable 


nearest the shore. Sea earths as long 
as 50 nautical miles have been required 
on some cables to furnish the neces- 


sary interference reduction. 


@. When should protection be pro- 
vided on a subscriber’s line? 

A. Telephone stations served by 
open wire or, in fact, an aerial line of 
any kind should be equipped with pro- 
tectors. This applies especially to lines 
which are subject to disturbances from 
lightning or to possible contact with a 
foreign circuit carrying more than 250 
volts. 


Q. Is jute protected cable consid- 


ered satisfactory for burying direct in 
the ground? 

A. This 
protective 


due to its 
comparatively 
free from troubles caused by soil cor- 
electrolysis. This cable has 
been successfully and extensively used 
for exchange distribution in some sec- 


type of cable, 
coating, is 


rosion or 


tions of the country. Jute cable has 
little mechanical protection against 
digging operations or attacks of 


rodents. In sections of the country 
infested with lead eating gophers, the 
use of steel tape 


recommended. 


armored cable is 
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BELL SYSTEM ADDS 2,800,000 
TELEPHONES IN 1947 


HE year 1947 was one of outstand- 
ing accomplishments by the Bell 
System, Walter S. Gifford, presi- 
dent of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., stated in the 1947 an- 
nual report of the AT&T issued Feb. 14. 

Service was improved and facilities 
were expanded at a_ record-breaking 
rate sharply exceeding the remarkable 
pace of 1946. New demand for service 
continued at the extremely high level 
that has been characteristic of the 
whole postwar period. Nearly 2,800,000 
telephones were added and the volume 
of calls climbed to more than 166 mil- 
lion a day, which is 50 million a day 
more than at the end of the war, Mr. 
Gifford reported. 

“Postwar telephone growth has far 
surpassed all previous experience and 
indicates the increasing value of tele- 
phone service to more and more people. 
It took about 40 years for the Bell 
System to gain its first six million 
telephones. Since V-J day, the num- 
ber has increased by more than 6% 
million. At the end of 1947, 28,500,000 
Bell telephones 
per cent more than when the war ended 
and more than 
dozen years ago. 

“To meet the continuing public 
demand, the Bell System last year pro- 
duced, built and installed more _ tele- 
phone lines and central office appara- 
tus than ever before. Expenditures for 
new telephone construction set an all- 
time high of $1,185,000,000. The amount 
of new capital obtained by the system 
likewise exceeded a billion dollars and 
was the largest sum ever raised in a 
single year,” the AT&T president con- 
tinued. 


were in service—3s0 


twice aS many as a 


Encouraging Progress 

“The quality of Bell System service 
in most places improved during the 
year, though it is still below what we 
would like to have it and intend to 
make it. The greatest improvement 
was in toll and long distance service. 
These calls went through at an average 
speed of 2.4 minutes, appreciably faster 
than in 1946, and are now being han- 
dled almost twice as fast as was pos- 
sible in the midst of the war. Nearly 
nine-tenths of all toll and long distance 
calls were completed while the calling 
person remained at the telephone. On 
such calls and also on local calls, op- 
erators generally were able to answer 
with increasing promptness. 

“As the expenditures for construe- 
tion show, we are exerting every effort 


to reach the goal of giving everyone 
service when and as he wants it. 
Eighty-one per cent of the two million 
applications on hand at the beginning 
of 1947 were taken care of. More than 
three-quarters of the more than 4% 
million new applications for telephone 
service received during the year were 
also filled. So great was the new de- 
mand, however, that about 1,500,000 
people, most of whom had requested 
service during 1947, were on the wait- 
ing list when the war ended. Also, 
many people who now have party line 
service are waiting for individual lines. 

“Service to automobiles, first intro- 
duced experimentally in 1946, is now 
being provided in 71 cities and along 
a number of inter-city highways with 
more than 4,000 vehicles equipped. 
There has also been a considerable in- 
crease in the number of leased or pri- 
vate telephone systems for automobiles, 
notably for state-wide police systems 
and for city and local 
ments, taxicab 


police depart- 
companies and 
companies. Service was started experi- 


power 


mentally for passengers on trains and 
on aircraft. Service to ships continues 


in increasing demand. New rural lines 


are being built at a record rate. More 
than 300,000 rural telephones were 
added, bringing the total number of 


Bell telephones in rural areas to more 
than two million, 45 per cent more than 
when the Coaxial cables 
and new radio relay systems, both de- 
signed to 


war ended. 


carry television 
as well as 
have 


programs 
conversations, 
installed 6,000 
miles of route and more are under con- 
struction. We moving ahead on 
our program further to speed up long 
distance service by enabling operators 
to dial calls directly from coast to 
coast, straight through to the ealled 
telephone and to make it possible for 
telephone users to dial their own calls 
to increasingly distant points, auto- 
matic equipment making a proper rec- 
Mr. Gifford said. 


telephone 


now been over 


are 


ord of the charges,” 


Earnings 

Bell System earnings in 1947 
adversely affected by strikes in the 
second quarter of the year and by the 
fact that wages and other expenses in- 
creased before increases in telephone 
rates were approved by regulatory au- 
thorities. A large portion of the rate 
increases already approved did not be- 
come effective until late in the year. 
Additional applications for 
rates are pending. 


were 


increased 


Operating revenues in 
$2,224,583,000, an increase of $)30,- 
918,000, or 6.8 per cent over 1546. 
Operating expenses, other than taxes, 
increased $202,629,000, or 12.7 per cent, 
due mainly to increases in wages anid in 
the number of employes needed to keep 
pace with the increased volume of tele- 
phone service. Total income available 
for interest and dividends was $228- 
296,000, as compared with $257,382 ,000 
in 1946. This is a return of only 4.5 
per cent on the total capital invested 
in the business, the lowest in the sys- 


1947 were 


tem’s history except in the depression 
years of 1932 and 1933. If the value 
of the plant were adjusted to today’s 
this return would be about 
per cent. 


costs, 


Interest charges were $62,660,000, 
an increase of $20,481,000 over 1946, 
The larger interest charges in 1947 


reflect the increase in debt obligations 
which has come about through the ne- 
cessity for obtaining large amounts of 
new capital to finance the very larg 
construction program required to meet 


demands for service. Consolidated net 


income applicable to American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. stock, whicl 
was $208,552,000 in 1946 (including 


refunds for carry-back of tax credits), 
declined to $161,189,000 in 1947 and 
was at the rate of $7.66 per share or 
the average number of shares outstand 
ing. At the close of 1947, the current 
rate of Bell System earnings was bet- 
ter than for the year as a 
was at an 


whole and 


annual rate of over $9.00 


a share. Earnings for the year 14 
were $10.23 per share, of which 7 
cents was due to tax credits. Earnings 


of the American 
were $7.48 per share in 1947 and $9.42 


in 1946. 


company by itsell 


“Earnings should be substantially 


business 


orde} to 


higher in times of increased 
activity like the 
offset the 
inevitable in periods of lessened bus 


present in 
reduced earnings which ar 
ness activity. This is essential if the 
system is to give good telephone servic 
at all times. Telephone revenues whic! 
provide earnings adequate to maintall 
good credit are the basis for protecting 
nvested 


ne the 


the savings of those who have 
in the 
large additional 
build the additional 
give service to all 
to give them the kind of service the) 
want,” 


business and for obtail 
sums necessary l 
plant needed t 
who want it and 
the report said. 


Telephone Rates 
Because of the higher costs o! oper 
ro!) 


tion and sharply reduced earnines, Bel 


System companies have found neces- 
sary to ask regulatory bodies to author 
ize increases in telephone raté Thus 
far, increased rates amounting ‘0 Ove! 
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$118,000,000 annually have been ap- 
proved or made effective in 31 states 
and the District of Columbia. Applica- 
tions for further rate increases total- 
ing $70,000,000 per year are pending 
in some of these states and in 11 addi- 
tional states. Other applications will 
be made in the near future. 


The overall increases in telephone 
rates have been very much less than 
the rise in prices generally. These 
telephone rate increases are the first 
important ones since the adjustment 
period following World War I. Fur- 
thermore, they amount to less than 


half the current savings to telephone 
users resulting from the reductions in 
which 
been made since that period, ac- 


long distance telephone rates 
have 


cording to the report. 


“The Bell System cannot, like many 


other businesses, finance out of earn- 
meet 
Money for 


expansion must come chiefly from in- 


ings the expansion required to 


public demand for service. 
vestors, and to obtain this money the 
business must earn enough to attract 
and safeguard their savings. 

‘The outstanding development of the 
telephone in this country has been due, 
that 


in no small measure, to the fact 


wer the years regulatory authorities 
generally have had the vision to ap- 
prove levels of rates which have per- 
mitted good service to customers, fair 
wages to employes and a reasonable 
return to stockholders,” Mr. Gifford 
stated 


Plant Expansion, Improvement 


Total expenditures for new construc- 
$1,185,000,000 in 


tio} vere 


1947, com- 


pared with $690,000,000 in 1946 and 


$255,000,000 in 1945. Over two-thirds 
of the amount put into new construc- 
tion in 1947 went into local exchange 
plant construetion, including installa- 


+ 
] 


lon of equipment at customers’ prem- 


ses. The balance went into additional 


Oll ¢ 
iia 


d long distance plant. 


Investment in plant at the end of 
1947 totaled $7,348,803,000, an increase 
f $1,054,384,000 during the year. De- 
preclation and amortization 


vere $2,380,466,000, or 32 per cent of 


reserves 
ne p t investment. 


Bell System Financing 


With expenditures for new construe- 
Hon 1947 far in excess of those of 
Ny prior year, the Bell System re- 
‘ured large amounts of new capital. 
More tan $1,100,000,000 was obtained 
“urng the year. Four of the AT&T 
subsid ies, New York Telephone Co., 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Souths Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Xo, a New England Telephone & 
Telegn Co., sold long-term debt 
Obligations in amounts of $125,000,000, 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: 


and Kodiak (Alaska) Telephone Co.; 


JOHN F. CUSHING, Territory Construction Co., 
EDWARD CUSHING, manager of Sitka Telephone Co. 


telephone owner and manager in the territory of Alaska. 


MRS. JOHN F. CUSHING, JR., owner of the Sitka (Alaska) Telephone Co., 


Sitka; 
Mrs. Cushing is recognized as an outstanding 
Several years ago, recognizing the need 


for adequate communication facilities, Mrs. Cushing organized the Sitka Telephone Co., and now is 
building a complete new telephone plant at Kodiak, which never had commercial telephone service. 


$100,000,000, $75,000,000 and $40,000,- 
000, respectively. The greater part of 
the system’s cash requirements was ob- 
from the sale of se- 


curities of the American company. 


tained, however, 


With the preponderance of securities 
1947 taking the form of 
funded debt, the proportion of debt in 
total 
from 38 per cent 


issued in 
the system’s increased 
at the end of 1946 
to about 49 per cent at the end of 
1947. Nearly one-fourth of the total 
debt of the system at the end of 1947 
into stock of the Amer- 

The effect of 
sions is to reduce debt obligations by 
the amount of bonds converted and to 
increase 


capital 


is convertible 


ican company. conver- 


equity capital by a larger 
amount due to the cash premiums paid 
in. Complete conversion of these bonds 
debt 
Equity 
increased 


would reduce the proportion of 
capital to about 36 per 
capital 
the debt 


that additional shares are issued unde 


cent. 
will be further and 


ratio decreased to the extent 


the Employes’ Stock Plan, the report 
stated. 
Stockholders 

During 1947, the AT&T stockholders 


increased by 27,714 and 
all-time high of 723,374. 
half of the stockholders are women. 
The average number of held 
was 30 and no stockholder held as much 
as one-third of 1 per cent of the total 
stock outstanding. Holders of one to 


reached an 


More than 


shares 


five shares numbered 207,800 while 
681,900 stockholders, or 94 per cent of 


the total, held less than 100 shares 
each. Holders of 100 shares or more, 
including insurance companies and 
other institutions representing addi- 
tional thousands of investors, totaled 
11,500 and held 45 per cent of the 
stock. More than 270,000 shareholders 


have owned stock in the company for 


15 years or longer. 


Women owned of the 


total shares, men 25.7 per cent, while 


43.4 per 


cent 
10.2. per joint ac- 
19.4 per cent by trustees, 
insurance companies, corporations and 
private firms; 
in the 


cent held in 


counts, and 


was 


only 1.3 per cent 
names of brokers. There were 
end of 1947 about 27,700 
holders of common stock of the com- 


was 
also at the 
pany’s principal telephone subsidiaries. 


Employes 

At the end of the year, employes in 
the Bell System including the Western 
Electric Co. Bell Telephone 
Laboratories numbered 663,089, an in- 


and the 


crease of 45,935 over 1946. 


cent of all 
employes are women 


Fifty-eight per system 
and in the Bell 
telephone comprise 


companies women 


67 per cent of the employes. 
Turnover 
trend. 


continued its 
Employes 


downward 
have worked 
in the Bell System for 10 years or more 


who 


(Please turn to page 28) 
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TYPE 40 PROTECTED CABLE TER) 


This compact 7-pair terminal has a high potent 
and assures complete cable terminal protection 
is equipped with detachable mounting bracke! 
installation a simple, one-man job. The metal 5 
not shown, is reversible so that cable may be led 
bottom. 


Cat. No. SA-34—Protected Terminal—3-ampe 
















NEW TYPE 20 SUBSTATION PROTECTOR 


(LISTED BY UNDERWRITERS' LABORATORIES!) 


This new Automatic Electric Type 20 Substation Protector provides complete protection 
against every type of dangerous potential. Its carbon-to-carbon discharge surfaces, very 
accurately spaced, provide full and permanent protection at all times. The one-piece 
heavy porcelain base assures ample spacing between terminals, and between discharge 
blocks and fuses and terminals. Geometric centering of discharge blocks provides 
greater mechanical strength and greatest effective dielectric strength. The removable 
hot-dip galvanized cover has 34" clearance—a further safeguard against high potentials 


Cat. No. SB-91—With cover, for outdoor use—7 amp. fiber fuses 
Cat. No. SB-88—Without cover, for indoor use—7 amp. fiber fuses. 


Other fuses available to order. 
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TYPE 19A CROSSARM ARRESTER TYPE 16 SUBSTATION ARRESTER 


Here is multiple protection for cable leads or for use in A compact and practical indoor type substation lightning 


drawing static from lines and reducing excess fuse operation. arrester, designed for use where crosses with electric circuits are 


This light-weight, easy-to-install crossarm arrester is provided not likely to occur. Type 16 Substation Arrester is equipped 
with ten discharge blocks with carbons. Type I9A Crossarm with two discharge blocks and carbons mounted in recessed por- 
Arrester mounts on crossarm out of lineman's way. Hinged cover celain base protected with dust-tight screw cap. Provides maxi- 


of durable sheet metal is easily removable. mum protection at minimum cost. 


Cat. No. SA-91—Type 19A Crossarm Arrester. Cat. No. SA-57—Type 16 Substation Arrester. 
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— GYou Money. f 


You get protection that pays, when you install conditions. And to further protect you, Auto- 


Automatic Electric protective devices. You profit matic Electric substation protectors have been 
because these rugged units are easy to handle tested and listed by Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
and install, and because they give reliable serv- Inc. 

ice over the years with a minimum of mainte- The popular types of protective equipment 
nance attention. You profit, too, because these shown here are all available NOW for imme- 
protectors really protect—keeping high poten- iate delivery. To get the finest protection—and 
tials out of costly equipment and cabling. get it quickly—order your selection from these 
They've met the test of actual use under all pages. 





AUTOMATIC @ ELECTRIC 


Originators and Developers of the Strowger Step-by-Step ‘Director’ for Register- 
Sender-Translator Operation ... Machine Switching Automatic Dial Systems 
Makers of Telephone, Signaling and Communication Apparatus .. Electrical Engineers, Designers and Consultants 








Distributors in U. S. and Possessions 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION, 1033 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 7, U. S. A. 
Export Distributors: INTERNATIONAL AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CORPORATION 











Wage-Hour Division Revises 
Interpretive Bulletin No. 3 

An eight-page revised interpretive 
bulletin entitled “General Statement as 
to the Methods of Payment Under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act and the 


Application of 38(m)_ Thereto’” has 
been issued by the wage and hour divi- 
sion of the U. S. Department of Labor. 

The new bulletin replaces the for- 
mer Interpretive Bulletin No. 3. Section 
3(m) of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act provides: “‘ ‘Wage’ paid to any em- 
ploye includes the reasonable cost, as 
determined by the administrator, to the 
employer for furnishing such employe 
with board, lodging, or other facilities, 
if such board, lodging, or other facili- 
ties are customarily furnished by such 
employer to his employes.” 


VV 


Approves Rates for Dial 
Service at Avoca, Minn. 

Authority to install a dial unit and 
establish a schedule of rates at Avoca, 
Minn., was granted to the Central 
Telephone Co. of Sioux Falls, S. D., 
by the Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission on Feb. 16. The 
following rates become effective upon 
the first billing date after dial service 
has been installed: 


Propose d Gross 
Rates for 
Class of Service Dial Service 
Individual line, 


| a $4.25 (a) (1) 
Two-party line, 

DUSINGRE§ 2.0 ccicccs 3.00 (a) (1) 
Individual line, 

FESIGENCe .......0. 2.75 (a) (1) 
Two-party line, 

I foe hitb 2.25 (a) (1) 
Rural business, 

multi-party, metallic 3.00 (a) (2) 


Rural residence, 
multi-party, metallic 

Business extension 

Residence extension... 


00 (a) (2) 
OO net (1) (2) 
75 net (1) (2) 


aS) 


(a) Bills rendered are dated the 10th 
of each month. A discount of 25 
cents is allowed if account is paid 
on or before the 28th of the same 
month. 

(1) Self-contained desk handset, self- 
contained wall handset or bracket 
mounted hanging handset dial tele- 
phone instruments only, in black 
finish, are standard equipment to 
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be used on all individual, two- 
party and on associated exten- 
sions, without additional monthly 
or flat charge. 

(2) Self-contained desk handset or 
self-contained wall handset dial 
telephone instruments only, in 
black finish, are standard equip- 
ment to be used on all rural in- 
stallations, and on associated ex- 
tensions. 

Under proposed rates for dial service 
operating revenues will be $2,510 and 
total expenses $2,030, resulting in a 
net income of $480, or a 2.53 per cent 
rate of return on $18,966, the original 
cost of the property. 


Vv 


Wisconsin Commission Reopens 
Bell Rate Case 

The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission, at the request of The Mil- 
waukee Journal and the Milwaukee 
Sentinel, granted on Feb. 14 a reopen- 
ing of the recent proceedings under 
which the Wisconsin Telephone Co. re- 
ceived permission to increase its rates. 

It was announced that a hearing will 
be held Mar. 4 at Madison. 

The commission explained it had 
granted the rehearing on complaints 
against the discontinuance of prefer- 
ential rates to newspapers, schools, 
hospitals, orphanages and the like. 

The Milwaukee newspapers protested 
rate changes under which preferential 
rates, given to the press on local serv- 
ice, were dropped. These special con- 
siderations, it was said, had been in 
effect for more than 40 years because 
of the public service quality of news- 
papers. 

Besides reopening the rate case, the 
commission announced it would start a 
study into affiliates and suppliers of 
the telephone company to determine 
what the company is paying for equip- 
ment and service from its affiliates. 


Vv 
Minnesota Company Sold 


The Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission on Feb. 9 granted 
approval to the Russell (Minn.) Tele- 
phone Co. to sell all of its telephone 
properties to Roubinek and 
John Rich, who will continue to oper- 
ate the company under the same name. 


James 





Authorize Higher Rates 
For Bark River, Mich. 


The South Bark River Telepho 
Co., Bark River, Mich., on Feb. | 
authorized a rate increase of 50 cent 


per month per member to meet hig 
upkeep cost; instructed the presidi 
officer, Carl J. Ahlin, secretary-trea; 
Michigan Be 


Telephone Co. to assume the telephor 


urer, to request the 


lines, and authorized construction 
another line from Bark Rive Sale 


Lutheran church to a point one n 
south. 

The company plans to ha Mic 
gan Bell take over its line as soor 
possible and has authorized compa 
officials to prepare a_ petition to 
presented to the Michigan Pub 
Service Commission, request 


transfer. 
Extension of the line from the Sale 
Lutheran Church is necessitated 
need for having not more than eig 
persons on a_ party lin met 
expenses of this operation each s 
seriber has been ordered to cont! 


one day of work or $5.00 


VV 


Six Minnesota Rate 

Hearings Set for March 
Hearing on the rate increase ap] 

cations of six Minnesota Independent 

have been scheduled as follows Db) 

Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse C0! 


mission: 


Grey Eagle (Minn.) Rural T 
phone Co.—Mar. 9; Osakis (Min 
Telephone Co. Mar. 9%; Minnesot 
Telephone Co., Elbow Lake and H 
man—Mar. 10; Clements (Mm 
Telephone Co.—Mar. 12; Peoples I 
pendent Telephone Co., Winthro 


Mar. iD: Farmers & Mere tc Te 
shine Ce as. 25 


VV 


Alabama Commission Approves 
Six Petitions 


Favorable action was tak ect 
by the Alabama Public Servic C 
mission on the following pet ns: 

Jan. 5: G. S. Melton, n/a 
Town Telephone System, aull 


ized to issue and sell ne 


TELEPHON 











prin 
pose 
stan 
and 
and 


cost 


Ji 


Jan. 


Jar 














princi} al sum of $4,500 for the pur- 

|B pose of raising funds to retire out- 
standing present indebtedness of $2,700 
and to finance the cost of improving 
and extending the system, estimated to 
cost some $1,800. 

Jan. 20: Extended for 90 days from 
Jan. 2 the time granted to the Peoples 
Telephone Co., Inc., Collinsville, for 
the installation of a dial exchange at 
Center originally granted Apr. 25, 
1947. 

Jan. 21: The Lincoln (Ala.) Tele- 
nhone Exchange was authorized to 
ssue and sell note in principal sum of 
$7,300 for the purpose of raising funds 

"TE to retire present outstanding indebted- 
ness of $3,075 and to finance improve- 
nents and extensions to its outside 

" nlants estimated at $4,225. 

as Jan. 21: Granted permission to the 

5 Elmore-Coosa Telephone Co., Eclectic, 

on for the rendering of common. battery 

service to any subscriber desiring same 
le} lieu of, and optional to, its present 
nik? magneto service. Rates approved are: 

1} Common 

Magne to Batte ry 

service service 
al (Present (Proposed 
lass of Ne lee Rates) Rates) 

bh Business, 

one-party $3.20 $3.15 
Business, 

two-party 2.75 3.29 

ile Business, 

t four-party 2.25 2.16 

oh Residence, 

- me-party 2.25) 2.49) 

Meek Residence 

Ss t Ov 2050 

h esidene 

if rty ey 2.20 

Jan. 28: Approval granted for (1) 

acquisition by a proposed corpora 
ti e known as the Leeds Tele 
me 4 , Ine., of the properties of 
ipplify. E. Noble, d/b/a Leeds (Ala.) Tele 
cle one ¢ (2) the issuance and sale 

\ the eds Telephone Co., Inc., of 

Com-§ 540,000 neipal amount of its first 

rtgvas bonds to bear interest at a 

Te ite not exceeding five per cent pe} 

lin! innum, it exceeding $25,000 of its 
1es 5100.00 value common stock and, 

He } lition, to issue to J. E. Noble, 

fin) t exe ng $20,000 of common stock 

Ind lity in the telephone plant. 

es The ceeds from the sales are to 

I ASEC etire outstanding mortgage 
igainst telephone properties (prin- 

al int $22,500, plus $2,500 ac- 
led } est), to purchase and install 
oves fF! new mmon battery switchboard 

Sting proximately $14,000, to re- 

ecent#onstru ind extend the outside plant 

Cong’? and ut Leeds estimated to cost 

ns: bout >< 000, and to pay current obli- 
/a Rations financing costs amounting 
autho'e”? 59,0 

in t4® The owing monthly exchange 
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rates for new common battery service 
become effective when 
in operation: 


such service is 


Monthly 
Class of Service Rates 
One-party, business .......... $4.50 
Two-party, business ......... 3.50 
One-party, residence ......... 2.75 
Two-party, residence ......... 2.50 
Four-party, residence ........ 2.00 
Temporary, business ......... 5.90 
Feb. 17: The Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. received per- 
mission to establish unattended dial 


service in Maplesville and surrounding 
communities. 


Vv 


Ulysses, Neb., Company 
Increases Rates 
The ( Neb.) 


Ulysses Independent 


Telephone Co., A. E. Andrew, secre- 
tary, has been authorized by the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 
to increase net business rates for 24 
subseribers from $1.50 to $2.00 a 
month, for 104 residence subscribers 


from $1.20 to $1.50 and for 153 
$1.20 to $1.50. 
that the 
became effective 
increase subscriber 


rural 
subseribers from 
It is 


ule, 


sched- 
Mar. 4, 
revenues 
the 1946 total of $4,135 to $1,105. 

Toll $941 that year, 
but deeming this out of line with past 
the cut this 
estimate to $663, the six-year average. 
On this the the 
approved schedule is estimated at $6,- 


(2? $4,50 


ahs, 


estimated 
which 


new 


will from 


revenues were 


experience, commission 


basis income under 
and 
profit prior to taxes, $1,714. The com- 
pany is capitalized at $25,000, of which 


expenses 


‘ys 


operating 


$13,250 is outstanding. 
Because of REA 


company 


construction the 
has undertaken to metallicize 


all lines, beginning in rural areas. 


VV 


Central lowa Company 
Increases Exchange Rates 

Rate increases were approved Feb. 
19 for the Alden, Lyle and 
Sanborn exchanges of the Central lowa 
Telephone Co. but its 
Kiester until 


certain improvements are made 


Adams, 
were denied to 
and 
plant 
grounded 
cized. 


LeRoy exchanges 


and rural lines are metalli- 


effect the first 
Feb. 29, as fol- 


lows: Business, one-party, $4.00; busi- 


into 
billing date following 


Increases went 


ness, two-party, $3.50; 
party, $2.75; 
$2.25: 


residence, one- 
residence, four-party, 


rural metallic, business, $3.25; 


rural grounded residence, Lyle and 
Sanborn, $2.25; rural metallic, resi- 
dence, $2.50. Common battery, busi- 


ness and residence, 50 cents per month 
in addition to regular rate for service. 


Company figures were submitted as 


follows: Revenues, $84,200; expenses, 
$62,499, for a net income of $11,551 or 
5.8 per cent of $199,000 
value. 


rate base 


Vv 


Order Central Carolina 
Company Out of Mint Hill 


Following complaints from numerous 
subscribers, the North Carolina Utili- 
ties Commission on Feb. 20 ordered the 
Central Carolina Telephone Co., South- 
ern Pines, N. C., to move out of Mint 
Hill. At the same time it advised the 
Citizens Telephone Co., Brevard, N. C., 
that employ within 15 
days competent management and help 
to operate your company the commis- 
will discontinue 


“unless you 


sion your franchise.” 

The order relieving Central Carolina 
from Mint Hill through its 
Matthews is to become 
effective May 1 and the company under 
terms of the order is to have all of its 
equipment and lines removed from the 
area within 30 days after that 
Mint Hill residents been 
tending that 


serving 
exchange at 


date. 
have con- 
they are more 
associated with Charlotte, 11 miles 
away, than with Matthews and have 
been attempting to bring the Southern 


closely 


Bell Telephone & Telegraph Co. into 
the area. 

In its order, the commission em- 
phasized that the Mint Hill case has 
no bearing on blanket complaints 
against Central Carolina from  sub- 
scribers in other communities, and that 
an order in the latter case cannot be 
issued until further hearings have 


been held. The commission began hear- 
ings in the state-wide case Jan. 28 and 
29, testifying then that 
service being offered by the company 
was not adequate and company repre- 
sentatives stating that they were mak- 
ing efforts to improve conditions com- 
plained about and would do so if given 
time. 


subscribers 


In the Brevard case, the Citizens 
Telephone Co. was called before the 
commission Dec. 9 to answer charges 


that it was failing to provide adequate 
the that 
agreed to judgment if 
the company took steps to improve its 
(TELEPHONY, Dec. 20, p. 39). 


service, and commission at 


time suspend 


service 
VV 


New Rates for Eagle Lake 
Telephone Co., Willmar, Minn. 
New rural multi-party 
company-owned service have been ap- 
proved, effective the first billing date 
following Feb. 29, for the Eagle Lake 
Telephone Willmar, as follows: 
Former rates, $1.08; present, $2.25 net. 
its request to the 
Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Com- 


rates for 


Co., 


In presenting 
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mission, the Eagle Lake company pre- 
sented the following figures: Under 
old rates, revenues, $896; expenses, 
$1,074 for a deficit of $178. Under new 
rates, revenues, $1,752 against ex- 
penses of $1,535 for a net income of 
$217 or 3.5 per cent of depreciated 
book cost of plant and equipment, 
valued at $6,150. The company serves 
approximately 63 rural stations. 


Vv 


Rates Go Up at 
Dorsey, Neb. 


On application of J. E. Wiley, sec- 


retary and treasurer of the Dorsey 
(Neb.) Telephone Co., the Nebraska 


State Railway Commission has author- 
ized an increase of farm line net rates 
from $1.00 to $1.75 a month where 
telephones are company owned, and 
from 75 cents to $1.25 a month to the 
19 of the 65 subscribers who own their 
own instruments. 

Last year’s revenues were $720, ex- 
actly the same amount as 
and the new rates will 
income by $528 a year. The commis- 
sion said that it took into considera- 
tion the fact that all of the lines will 
have to be metallicized because of REA 


expenses, 
increase the 


construction in its territory, which 
program will call for substantial in- 
crease in costs because of material 


prices and higher wages. 


Vv 


Plainview, Neb., Company 
Asks Higher Rates 

The Plainview (Neb.) Telephone 
Co. has applied to the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission for authority to 
increase rates, as follows: One-party, 
residence, from $1.40 to $2.50; two- 
party, residence, from $1.40 to $2.25; 
rural residence, from $1.50 to $2.25; 
battery service from $2.20 to $4.50 per 
year, and switching charges from $6.00 
to $7.20 a year. 

The company serves 74 business, 257 
residence, 132 rural and switches 259. 


Vv 


Approves Minnesota Sale 

Sale of the Perley (Minn.) Coopera- 
tive Telephone Association properties 
to the Norman County Telephone Co., 
Ada, was approved Feb. 16 by the 
Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Com- 
mission. 


Vv 
Upstate Telephone Hearing 


The New York Public Service Com- 
mission scheduled a hearing on Oct. 23 
on request of the Upstate Telephone 
Co., Johnstown, to increase its rates. 
(TELEPHONY, Jan. 11, p. 26.) 
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Attack Constitutionality of 
Michigan Arbitration Law 

Constitutionality of Michigan’s new 
compulsory arbitration law for public 
utilities and governmental agencies 
was attacked Feb. 16 in the Michigan 
Supreme Court by Local 170 of the 
CIO Transport Union of America, in 
Flint (TELEPHONY, Apr. 26, p. 56). 

Involved in a dispute with the Flint 
Trolley Coach Co., the union contends 
the compulsory arbitration provision 
makes the law unconstitutional. 

The controversial provision is con- 
tained in the Bonine-Tripp Labor Act, 
which was enacted by the 1947 Michi- 
gan Legislature. 

The court was asked to outlaw the 
statute. State Attorney General Eu- 
gene F. Black had not at this writing 
filed an answer to the union’s plea for 
a writ of prohibition against enforce- 
ment of the act. 


Vv 


Lincoln T&T Regroups 
Dwight Exchange 

The Lineoln (Neb.) Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. has been authorized to 
regroup the exchange at Dwight by 
placing it in Group B instead of Group 
A, by the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission, which makes effective a 
slightly higher schedule of rates. 

When the company 
general increase in 


was allowed a 
last Novem- 
ber, the order contained a proviso that 
where a majority of subscribers to an 
exchange desire to call the subscribers 
of another exchange or exchanges, the 
company may, upon a petition of a 
majority of the subscribers, reclassify 
by putting the exchange in one group 
above the original classification. 


rates 


There are 92 subscribers at Dwight, 
and at their request 12 
transferred to the Seward exehange. 
Forty-four of the remaining 80 asked 


have been 


for extended service to Brainard and 
an order to that effect was issued. 
VV 
Rate Hearing 
Hearing on request of the Coast 


Telephone Co., furnishing service in 
Alsea, Kings Valley, Philomath, South 
Beach, Woldport Ore., 
and surrounding territory, for new 
rates has been scheduled for Mar. 15. 
Pending hearing, the new schedule will 
be suspended for a period not to ex- 
ceed 90 days from the hearing date. 


Vv 
Two Independents Sold 


The following Minnesota Independ- 
ents were sold with the approval, Feb. 
19, of the Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission: Wilton Rural Tele- 


and Yachats, 


phone Co., Bemidji, to the Nort west- 
ern Bell Telephone Co., and the 
Farmers Union Rural Telephone Co, 
Crookston, to the Valley Farmers 
Union Telephone Co., to be operated 
under the latter name. 


vv 


Propose Unlimited Calling 
Between Exchanges in Conn. 
Unlimited calling between Water. 
town and Waterbury and Naugatuck 
and Waterbury without a toll charge 
is being considered by the Southern 
New England Telephone Co., according 
to a recent announcement. 
The plan involves an increase in the 
basic monthly rates for service. Sub- 
seribers are being asked to vote for or 
against the proposal. 
If a substantial majority favors the 
plan, it will be put into effect late this 
year, the company said. Also included 
in the the elimination of all 
six-party and eight-party lines in the 
two exchanges affected. 


plan is 


Within the base rate area, the pro- 
posed monthly rates for residence serv- 
ice are: Private line, $4.30; two-party 
line, $3.60; and four-party line, $3.05. 
For unlimited indi- 
vidual line, $9.50, and a new measured 


business service, 


individual line service would be intro- 
duced at $5. Rates for private line 
service outside the base rate area 
would vary with location. 

Vv 


Alabama Commission Studies 
So. Bell Rate Request 

The Alabama Public 
mission took under advisement 


Service Con 


Feb, 1: 


the Southern Bell Telephone Co.’s re 
quest for an intrastate rate increast 
Commission President Gordon Pe! 
sons said a decision would be mad 
before Mar. 6. 
The company contended that ex 


penses had risen faster than revenues 
and requested a rate hike which woul 














bring in an estimated $2,500,000 
new revenue annually. r 
ibe al 
To Issue Stock 
The North Carolina Utilities Con 
mission on Feb. 17 granted th Lexing: 
ton (N. C.) Telephone Co. permissi0 
to issue 500 shares of common capita 
stock with a par value of $100 pe 
share to meet additional costs of Im 
provements and operations. 
VV 
Approve, Deny Sale Peti‘ions 
Of two property sale pet ions 
cently presented to the lichiga! 
Public Service Commission, ‘Ne ps 
approved and the other d |. Th 
TEL’ HONIPFEBRY, 





VRS TE MOBILE TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT 


i H = YOUR MOBILE-SERVICE subscribers want and expect the same convenient 
Gives your mobile sub and dependable telephone service that they have always had with their home 
scribers the finest radio- and office telephones. And you want equipment that provides this type of 

service—yet is easy to install, operate and maintain. 

i H Federal’s complete FM urban radiotelephone systems offer you both advan- 
telephone service, with tages—proved performance and time-saving simplicity of installation and servic- 
minimum maintenance ing. Mobile units are designed for dependable performance under all types of 

vehicular operation. Transmitter and receiver sections, with plug-in connec- 
and installation expense. tors, can be removed and replaced in a few seconds. 
When you get your entire system from Federal—you know that all components 
Con are designed and matched to work together, as a perfectly coordinated com- 
munications network. Regardless of the size of your system, Federal can help 
jssi0! 


. you on the complete job—from planning and engineering to final installation 
apita and operation. 
() pe 


i. PTR) Write Federal today for complete information. Dept. I 848. 
yf im FIR 


he Federal lelephon ¢ and Radio ¢ orpora TiO 


xing 


Ke J 100 KINGSLAND ROAD, CLIFTON, NEW JERSEY 
KEEPING FEDERAL YEARS AHEAD... is IT&T’s world-wide 

research and engineering organization, of which the Federal In Canada: Federal Electric Manufacturing Company, Ltd., Montreal, P. Q. 
elecommunication Laboratories, Nutley, N.J., is a unit. 


Export Distributors: International Standard Electric Corp. 67 Broad St., N.Y. 
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commission on Jan. 
proval to the Coloma (Mich.) 
phone Co. to sell certain property to 


16 granted ap- 
Tele- 


the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. On 
Jan. 21 the commission denied approval 
for the sale of the Citizens Telephone 
Co., Bridgman, to Earle M. and Doris 
L. Leathers. 


Vv 
SW Bell Asks Increase 
In Beeville, Tex. 

Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. of- 
ficials have announced they are asking 
the Beeville, Tex., city commission for 
an increase in rates, made 
by rising costs. 


necessary 


G. C. Schneider, manager, said that 
during the last few years the company 
has failed to take in enough money to 
pay expenses. In 1946, the company 
collected $49,383 while operating costs 
were $58,872. 

The proposed 
an increase of 
residence 


new rates 
50 cents a month for 
straight-line users, and 25 
cents a month for party line customers 


represent 


and $2.00 a month for business tele- 
phones. 
Present rates were established 27 


years ago when Beeville had 550 tele- 
phones, as compared with 1,900 today, 
Mr. Schneider said. 


Vv 


ICC Authorizes Increase 

The Illinois Commerce Commission 
Dec. 5 authorized the Moweaqua (IIl.) 
Home Telephone Co., upon conversion 
from magneto to common battery serv- 
tomers a $42 annual rate and individ- 
ual subscribers $30 a 


VV 
Hearing Set for Mar. 16 


teopening of the Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac Telephone Co. rate increase case 
has been set for Mar. 16 by the Vir- 
ginia State Corporation 
it was announced. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 
INlinois Commerce Commission 
Feb. 25: Hearing on complaint of 
United Sound Systems, Inc., Chicago, 


residence year. 


Commission, 


regarding alleged refusal of Illinois 
Bell Telephone Co. to install line 
service. 

Feb. 17: Hearing on proposed in- 


crease in rates by Suburban Telephone 
Co., Dunlap. 

Feb. 18: Hearing on proposed in- 
crease in rates by Gridley (Ill.) Tele- 
phone Co. 


Kansas Corporation Commission 
Mar. 8: 


Hearings on applications of 
the 


Farmers’ Telephone Co., Randall, 


the Burdett (Kan.) Telephone Co., the 
26 


Watson (Kan.) Mutual Telephone Co., 
the Andover (Kan.) Telephone Co., 
Mahaska (Kan.) Telephone Associa- 
tion, Salemsborg (Kan.) Farmers 
Telephone Co. (exchanges at Smolan 
and Falun), and the Tipton (Kan.) 
Telephone Co. for authority to increase 
rates. 

Mar. 12: Hearing on application of 
The East Kansas Telephone Co., Nor- 
tonville, for authority to make certain 
changes in its rates for local exchange 
service at its Easton, Lancaster, Mc- 
Louth, Meriden, Nortonville, Ozawkie, 
Perry, Potter and Winchester ex- 
changes, and to substitute the stand- 
ard toll rate in lieu of the present free 
or limited free toll service from Easton 
to Potter and Winchester and Leaven- 
worth; from Lancaster to Nortonville 
and Atchison; from McLouth to Win- 
chester and Oskaloosa; from Meriden 
to Ozawkie, Rock Creek and Topeka; 
from Nortonville to Lancaster, Potter, 
Winchester and Valley Falls; from 
Ozawkie to Meriden and Oskaloosa; 
from Perry to Oskaloosa; from Potter 
to Easton and Nortonville; and from 
Winchester to Easton, McLouth and 
Nortonville. : 

Mar. 15: Hearings on applications 
of the Denison (Kan.) Telephone Co., 
the Home Telephone Co., Simpson, and 
of Clinton A. Geckles, Alexander, for 
authority to change rates. 


New York Public Service Commission 


Feb. 23: Hearing on petition of 
State Telephone Co., Coxsackie, to is- 


sue $150,000 first mortgage bonds. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

Mar. 11: Hearing on application of 
residents of certain sections of Garvin, 
within the boundaries claimed by the 
Elmore City (Okla.) Telephone Co., to 
have the area declared open territory. 

Mar. 23: Hearing on application of 
the Lone Wolf chamber of commerce 
requesting improvement of service by 
the Southwestern States Telephone Co., 
Brownwood, Tex. 


Mar. 23: Application of Milburn 
(Okla.) Telephone Co. for increased 
rates. 

Mar. 24: Application of Bixby 
(Okla.) Telephone Co. for increased 
rates. 


Mar. 26: Hearing on application of 
residents of Moore, Okla., requesting 
that the Southwestern States Telephone 
Co. of Brownwood, Tex., be required 
to give adequate service. 

Apr. 1: Hearing on application of 
B. Richardson, Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission engineer, for fixing bound- 
aries of the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. exchange now being installed 
at Midwest City. 

June 16: Continued hearing on ap- 
plication of Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., Southwestern Associated 
Telephone Co., Lubbock, Tex., South- 
western States Telephone Co. of 
Brownwood, Tex., and Oklahoma Tele- 
phone Co., Broken Arrow, for continu- 
ance of rules, similar to those of ex- 
pired federal regulation U-2 governing 
order of service installation. 

Dates Not Set: Hearings on appli- 
cations of H. C. Popjoy, et al., asking 
that certain rural area northeast of 
Edmond, located in territory claimed 
by the Spencer (Okla.) Telephone Co., 
be declared open territory and of the 
Elmer (Okla.) Telephone Co. for in- 
creased rates. 


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Feb.’ 18: Hearings on complaints 
that the Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsy)- 
vania rates at Bridgeville, Carnegie, 
Colonial exchanges are unjust and 
discriminatory. 
Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
Feb. 24: Hearing on application of 
Farmers Telephone Co., Lancaster, fo; 
authority to increase rates. 
Feb. 25: Hearing on application of 
LaCrosse (Wis.) Telephone Co. fo; 
authority to increase rates. 


VV 
How Much Is $692,635,000? 


These 


h ow 


comparisons will 
much the record fire cost 
the U. S. last year. The property loss 
in dollar value was: 

Fifteen 
whole farm 
in 1946. 


hel p show 


losses 


per cent greater than the 


income of New England 


Forty per cent greater than the total 


education budgets of all America 
cities over 25,000 population in 1945. 
Fifteen per cent greater than the 
total taxes of the electric utility in- 
dustry in 1946. 
Greater than total New York Stat 


1947, and the cost of 
running the largest state government 
in the nation in 1948. 


tax revenues in 


The $692,635,000 loss was _ about 
equal, in dollar value, to the total pay- 
roll of the transit industry in 1946, 
the wages of the whole electric light 
and power industry in 1946, or the net 
income of all American railways in 
1944, 

VV 
OBITUARY 


THOMAS C. AINSWORTH, Toledo, Ohio, 
former manager of telephone compa- 
nies in Terre Haute, Ind., and Bloom- 
ington, Ill., died Feb. 10. He 

A native of Toledo, he was associated 
with his uncle, the late W. W. Ains- 
worth, formerly operated the 
Ainsworth Shoe Co. there. In 1893 he 
left Toledo and shortly after becam 
associated with Independent telephone 


was 74, 


who 


companies in Streator and Paris, Ill. 
In 1916, Mr. Ainsworth became man- 


ager of the Wabash Telephone Co., 


Bloomington, and held that positio! 
until he took a similar post in 19 

*“4* T 5} * 
with the Citizens Independent Tel! 


‘ fa bl :; a 2 
phone Co., Terre Haute. He retired i 
1936 and returned to Toledo. 
Marguerite, 


Surviving are a sister, 


and a brother, Edward W., both 0 
Toledo. 
VV 

Rowlette Named Manager 

Orville Rowlette has_ be a 
manager of the Farmers’ M' ial Tel 
phone Co. of Arcola, Mo. 
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T THE meeting of the board of 
rN directors of the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Feb. 18, Walter 
S, Gifford elected chairman and 
Charles P. Cooper, vice chairman. 
Leroy A. Wilson was elected president 
and a member of the board. 

Mr. Gifford had been president since 
1925, Mr. Cooper had becn vice presi- 
1937 and executive 
president 1946. Mr. Wilson 
been vice president since 1944 and fi- 


was 


dent since vice 


since had 
nancial vice president since 1946. 

Mr. Wilson was born in Terre Haute, 
Ind.. on Feb. 21, 1901. He was gradu- 
ated from Polytechnic Institute 
n 1921 with a B.S. in civil engineer- 
ng. His first job with the telephone 


Rose 


company was during the summer vaca- 
tion in 1919 as time-keeper with a con- 
that helped to 
wovide the funds to keep him in col- 
ege. He tele- 


phone 1922, as a 


struction crew, a job 


began his continuous 


career on June 1, 


traffic clerk. 


He held various jobs in the traffic 
lepartment of the Indiana Bell Tele- 
phone Co., until he became traffic 
superintendent at Indianapolis in 1927. 
He transferred to the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. at New York 


Air Forces, Signal Corps 

Develop Weather Network 
Development of a weather facsimile 
service for the transmission of weather 
for the Air Air Weather 
Service was announced jointly by the 
Air Force and the Army Signal Corps. 


maps Force 


It is the first such system of its kind 
ind will put at the disposal of Air 
Ground Flight personnel 
lactual, up-to-the-minute weather data. 
this material is furnished in the form 
f a map 
plotting. 

Approximately 15,000 miles of. cir- 
‘uits are employed in furnishing the 
lacsimile 


rorce and 


and requires no further 


system which comprises four 
‘eparate networks of telephotography 
(facsimile) 


‘ transmission channels. 
These networks can be interconnected 
0 that one sending station may trans- 
mit to all receiving stations. 

Hitherto, the transmission of weather 
nformation to the forecasters at all 
‘omest Air Force fields has been 
mited to the use of private line tele- 
'ypewriter networks of the Air Force 
and the Department of Commerce. 

Now, domestic as well as interna- 
Honal weather maps are prepared at 
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AT&T ELECTS GIFFORD 
CHAIRMAN, WILSON PRESIDENT 





LEROY A. WILSON 


City in 1929, and was made general 
commercial engineer in 1942. He was 
elected vice president in 1944. 

Mr. Wilson is a trustee of the East 


River Savings Bank of New York and 
a director of several Bell System tele- 
phone companies. 


the 
Virginia, 
almost 


main control point at 


from 


Arlington, 
there on an 
hourly basis to all Air 
the United States. In 
addition, regional maps are distributed 
from secondary transmitting points at 


and 
half 
bases in 


sent 


Force 


New York, California, Texas, Okla- 
homa and Georgia. 
Under the new arrangement, once 


the basic weather information has been 
plotted and analyzed in chart form, 
the facsimile method permits the 
transmission of the completed chart in 
about 20 minutes. This provides the 
Air Weather Service 
Stations with comprehensive data from 
which local and 
developed 


forecasters at 


route forecasts can be 
without time and 
without detailed clerical operations on 
their part. 

Although primarily to 
keep pilots fully informed on weather 
conditions throughout the country as 
they are occurring and without the 
time-consuming process of plotting, the 
new facsimile service involves impor- 
tant economies as well. 
substantial 
gaged in 
and 


loss of 


developed 


It will mean a 
reduction in personnel en- 
the service of transmitting 
receiving weather data over con- 


ventional teletype services while elimi- 
nating completely, at all but the master 
and the four regional analysis centers, 
the exacting task of plotting frequently 
occurring weather changes. 

The service is the result of joint 
action by the Air Force and the Signal 


Corps which handled the engineering 
problems involved through the Long 
Lines Department of the Amevican 


Telephone & Telegraph Co. in coopera- 
tion with the Associated Bell System 
companies who provide the communi- 
cation channels required for 
tensive network. The Signal 
will assume the cost of operation. 
machines used to transmit 
the weather 


this ex- 
Corps 
The 
and veceive 
identical with 
those used in daily newspaper offices 
for the transmission 
telephotos, and _ the 


maps are 


and receipt of 
facsimile news- 
paper. 

Economy of operation and efficiency 
in the weather reporting service are 
not the only factors involved, Captain 


G. D. Furlong of the Signal Corps, 
pointed out. A more efficient weather 
reporting service has a very definite 
bearing on air safety in which the 
Army and the Air Force have an 
abiding interest, he said. 

VV 


Kansas Operators 
Save Two Lives 

Manta J. Elder, veteran telephone 
operator of Ottawa, Kan., submits the 
following story of alert action on the 
part of two telephone operators whose 
quick work saved the lives of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude E. Guy of Ottawa. The 
operators, Jeanette Nofsinger and Jane 
Warner, took a call for a doctor about 
3 a.m. on Jan. 29 but the party went 
off the line immediately. The 
ators, trouble, kept the line 
open until they could check the names 
of the four subscribers. They located 
the doctor, Homer Flora, who recog- 
nized two names as his patients, and 
started for that neighborhood. 


oper- 
sensing 


Mr. and Mrs. Guy were found lying 
on the floor of their home, unconscious. 
Mrs. Guy had placed the call after her 
husband succumbed to gas fumes and 
then she too became unconscious. She 
said if it had not been for the quick 
work of the operators, they would not 
have survived. 


VV 
Service to Japan Reopened 
Two-way telephone’ service was 
opened Feb. 9 between the United 


States and Tokyo for the first time 
since Dec. 7, 1941, the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. has announced. 
Calls from the United States to Na- 
goya, Sapporo, Sendai, Asaka, Yoko- 
hama, Kyoto, Kokura and Fakuoka 
also became possible on Feb. 19. 
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Bell Adds 2,800,000 
Telephones in 1947 


(Concluded from page 19) 





number 195,200, while 119,400 have 
periods of service of 20 years or more. 

More than 221,800 people were em- 
ployed in 1947 to meet the increased 
requirements of the business and to re- 
place losses; of these, 139,900 were 
women and 81,900 were men. 

The total pay roll for the Bell Sys- 
tem for 1947 including the Western 
Electric Co. and the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories was $1,790,900,000, an in- 
crease of $188,200,000 over 1946. For 
the fifth successive year, schedules of 
pay for Bell System employes _in- 
creased above those for all preceding 
years. 


Western Electric Co. 

Operations of Western Electric Co. 
were at a higher level than ever before 
in spite of the loss in production 
caused by the strike during the second 
quarter of the year. Total sales 
amounted to $995,964,000, an increase 
of 63 per cent over 1946 and 132 per 
cent over 1929, the largest prewar 
year. Sales to Bell System companies 
amounted to $902,855,000 and accounted 
for over 90 per cent of total sales as 
compared to 85 per cent in 1946. Non- 
Bell sales included $40,635,000 of direct 
sales to the federal government. 


Benefit and Pension Plan 

The Bell System’s plan for employes’ 
pensions, disability benefits and death 
benefits, with amendments from time 
to time since its establishment on Jan. 


1, 1913, has now completed its 35th 
year. Its continuous operation over 
these years without cost to the em- 
ployes has proved important in main- 
taining the efficiency of the business; 
in aiding employes and their families 
in meeting the problems attending sick- 
ness, accident and death, and in pro- 
viding pensions, the report said. 

The pension trust funds of the Bell 
System companies, including the West- 
ern Electric Co. and the Bell Tele- 
phone Laboratories, amounted to $826,- 
475,000 at the end of 1947. At the 
end of the year, there were 11,670 men 
and 7,060 women, or a total of 18,730, 
on the service pension rolls. Some 
13,000 more had been credited with 
enough service and had attained the 
age which entitled them, at their own 
request, to retire with a pension as 
provided in the plan. 

Payments made under the plan to 
the pension trust funds and to about 
109,000 employes and dependents of 
employes in 1947 were 8.3 per cent of 


the pay roll and were: To pension 
trust funds, $120,349,000; sickness 
disability benefits, $22,090,000; accident 
disability benefits, $1,348,000; death 
benefits, $3,817,000; disability pensions, 
$1,216,000. 

Mr. Gifford paid tribute to the Inde- 
pendent telephone industry, stating: 

“The Bell System was happy to 


salute the United States Independent 
Telephone Association in October, on 
the occasion of the association’s 50th 
anniversary. Effective cooperation be- 
tween the system and the some 6,000 
independently owned telephone com- 
panies, which together with about 
60,000 rural or farmer lines and sys- 
tems serve over 6,300,000 telephones 


throughout the United States, con- 


8g mere ent MO Fe eee, 


tributes essentially to the charcter 
and quality of the nation’s telephone 
service.” 


Vv 


General Companies Make 
Organization Changes 

The Interstate Telephone Co., Spo- 
kane, Wash., reports the resignation 
of D. E. Van Ness as secretary-treas- 
urer, effective Feb. 1. Mr. Van Ness 
has been with Interstate company for 
about 13 years having been transferred 
from Lubbock, Tex. to become auditor 
of Interstate. 

In 1945, he became secretary-treas- 
urer, succeeding Miss C. C. Lester, who 
retired. Mr. Van Ness will become 
secretary - treasurer of Southwestern 
Associated Telephone Co., Lubbock, 
Tex., an affiliate of the General Tele- 
phone Corp. 

Herbert J. Vrooman, formerly sec- 
retary-treasurer of Pennsylvania Tele- 
phone Corp., Erie, Pa., has succeeded 


Mr. Van Ness as secretary-treasure? 
of the Interstate company. 

Mr. Vrooman began telephone work 
as an accountant with the Black River 
Telephone Co. of New York in 1929. 
In 1931, when the Black River com- 
pany became a part of the Upstate 


Telephone Co., he was transferred t 
Johnstown, N. Y. as assistant general 
auditor of Upstate company and late) 
became assistant secretary - treasure! 
of Pennsylvania Telephone Corp. 


Vv 


Kepler Elected Director 

R. E. Kepler of the Durham (N. C.) 
Telephone Co. has been elected a di- 
rector of the Durham, N. C., Rotary 
Club for the coming year. 
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TEN LITTLE LINEMEN 


Ten little linemen starting on time, 


One fell off the truck, then there 
were nine. 





Nine little linemen raising up a weight, 


One let go his handline, then there 
were eight. 


Eight little linemen climbing up to 


heaven, 





Seven little linemen putting up sticks, 


One dropped his hand axe, then 
there were seven. 
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One let go his pike pole, then there 


were six. 





Six little linemen forgot they were alive, 
One stood on the messenger then 
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there were five. 











Five little linemen on the ground 
once more, 


One upset the soldering pot, then 
there were four. 
Four little linemen trimming up a tree, 
One trimmed the high line, then 
there were three. 
Three little linemen hustling to get 
through, 
One forgot his safety belt, then 
there were two. 
Two little linemen, job almost done, 
Tapped in the wrong line, then 
there was one. 
One little lineman felt his life he owe: 
To playing Safety First according 
to the code. 


—EXCHANGE 
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Knudsen Honored Upon 
Retirement from Stromberg 
Stromberg - Carlson executives and 
friends of Casper B. Knudsen, mana- 
ger of the production engineering de- 
partment, tendered him a testimonial 
dinner on his retirement recently after 
more than 35 years’ service with the 


company. 





WILLIAM KELLY (left) presenting CASPER B. 
KNUDSEN Pioneer life membership certificate. 


He was presented a generous purse 
and a life membership in the Tele- 
nhone Pioneers of America. The latter 
gift was made by William Kelly, pur- 
chasing agent of the Rochester (N. Y.) 
Telephone Corp. and _ president of 
Genesee Chapter of the TPA. 


George Eyer, Stromberg - Carlson 
works manager, was toastmaster. 
Speakers were Dr. Ray H. Manson, 


company president; Sidney R. Curtis, 


vice president in charge of manufac- 
turing; and John H. Levis, assistant 
chief telephone engineer. 


New Booklet on Mines 

Rubber Cable Vulcanizers 

A booklet describing its new rubber 
cable vuleanizers has been issued by 
the Mines Equipment Co., 4215 Clay- 
ton Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo. and copies 
may be secured by writing Department 
23 of the company. 





The ¢ mpany states that these vul- 


‘anizers provide a simple, easy and 

“expensive means of replacing in- 

— | all types of rubber covered 

‘exible cables. Two styles are avail- 
not fe, bors electrically heated. One 
HONYEFEBRUARY 28, 1948 








applies heat, thermostatically con- 
trolled, directly to its molds. The other 
heats its molds by automatically con- 
trolled steam pressure. Both models 
are extremely simple to operate, it is 
said. Among the advantages of these 
vulcanizers, listed by the company, are: 

(1) Longer cable life in that quick, 
easy, on-the-job vulcanized repairs of 
bad spots in jacket insulation elimi- 
nates necessity of scrapping lengths 
of otherwise good cable; (2) fewer 


costly shut-downs; (3) better perform- 
ance as when the curing process is 
closely 


complete, vulcanized repairs 


approach the original cable in appear- 
ance and performance. 


Vv 


GE Appoints Two 
District Representatives 

Allen A. Olson has been appointed 
Pacific district representative for Gen- 
eral Electric wire and cable, it has 
been announced by J. O. Dillingham, 
district manager of construction ma- 
terials sales. 

Mr. Olson joined the General Elec- 
tric Co. at Schenectady, N. Y., in 1935 








GET A 
SUB-CYCLE Ringing Converter 


The Sub-Cycle is a dependable, trouble-free machine for convert- 





ing standard AC current into ringing current. It has no moving 


parts, nothing to wear out, and requires no routine maintenance or 


adjustment. The Sub-Cycle cannot interfere with radio reception, is 


economical and quiet in operation, provides ample power. Models 


are available for small P.B.X.'s up to offices of 4,000 stations. 


Tifa: 











and was later transferred to Bridge- 
port, Conn., as a production clerk. 


Following four years’ service in the 
U. S. Army Air Forces, he returned 
to the company’s personnel division, 
then entered training for his new 
position. 


James W. Arthur also has been ap- 
pointed North Central district repre- 
sentative for General Electric wire and 
cable. 

Mr. Arthur joined the General Elec- 
tric Co. at York, Pa., in 1935, and was 
transferred to Bridgeport, Conn., as an 


accounting clerk in 1941. Following 
service in the U. S. Army, he worked 
on special assignments for the com- 


pany and then entered training for the 
position to which he has just been 
appointed. 


Vv 


Federal Company Acquires 
International Standard 


International Telephone & Telegraph 
Corp. announced Feb. 16 that the con- 
solidation of its manufacturing activi- 
ties through the acquisition of Inter- 





Yes, the telephone industry has learned over 


the years that Runzel cords, wires and cables are dependable . 


that they are accepted as the standard of the industiy. 


There is no diversion of interests at Runzel, no thousand-and- 


one items to claim attention and energy. All Runzel research, all 


Runzel production efforts are devoted to a single purpose 


—the manufacture of better cords, wires, and cables. 


So, for trouble-free products, better service and complete satis- 


faction, look to the leader—Rely on Runzel. 


ORD & WIRE CO. 
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national Standard Electric Corp., New 
York City, by Federal Telephone & 
Radio Corp., Clifton, N. J., has been 


approved by the board of directors, 
Both companies are IT&T subsidiaries, 
Through the acquisition of the stock 
of ISE Federal will control the major 
manufacturing subsidiaries of the 
IT&T system throughout the world, 
including more than 30 plants in 24 
different countries. 

After the consummation of the oper- 
ation, the capitalization of the Federal 
will total approximately $100,000,000. 
Combined sales of Federal and ISE 
for 1947 amounted to $154,000,000. At 
the end of the year, orders on 
totalled $224,000,000 as 
$195,000,000 at the 


hand 
compared to 
end of 1946. 
important appointments 
announced. Fred T. Caldwell, 
International Standard 
Electric and vice president and director 
of IT&T, has been elected president of 
Federal. Rear Adm. Ellery W. Stone, 
USNR, formerly chief commissioner of 
the Allied Control Commission in Italy, 
and a vice president of IT&T, 
elected executive vice president of Fed- 
eral. R. C. Blackinton has been elected 
vice president of Federal, 


Four 
also 


were 


president of 


has been 


in charge of 


production. Mark A. Sunstrom, vice 
president of IT&T, has been elected 
executive vice president of Interna- 


Electric 


Vv 


tional Standard Corp. 


T. F. Cassidy Leaves Gray 
To Join Automatic Electric 


Announcement has been made by 
Automatic Electric Co. that T. Frank 
Cassidy, Jr., formerly chief enginee! 
of the Gray Mfg. Co., Hartford, 
Conn., has joined the Automatic Elec- 
tric organization as manager of the 


newly organized paystatiol 
department. He assumed his new posl- 
Feb. 1, and shortly take 
up permanent residence in 
the past weeks, Mr. 
Cassidy has been temporarily assigned 
to the Automatic Electric 
tion in Chicago, 
planning of the company’s paystatio! 
production facilities, following Auto 
matie’s purchase in December of the 
Gray line of paystations. 


company’s 


will 
Chicago. 


tion on 


For several 
organiza- 


assisting in_ the 


manufacturing and pre 
paystation equip 
Com 


The design, 
motion of telephone 
ment have occupied Mr. 
attention throughout practically all | 
his business career. He started work 
with the Gray Telephone Pay Station 
Co.— which later became the Gra) 
Mfg. Co.—in 1926, during summe 
vacation from Rensselaer Polytechn 
Institute. Two years later he 
permanent employment with the 
company, and since that date 
engaged continuously in variou 
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U-S-S Amertel will help 


@ Maintenance costs skyrocket when bliz- 
ards strike your lines. But the high tensile 
strength of U-S-S Amertel Wire will help 
to keep them down. 

\mertel-135 has a breaking strength of 
1213 pounds for size No. 12 B.W.G. This is 
bout 165°. greater than BB iron wire. 
\mertel-85 has a breaking strength of 
793 pounds which is approximately 67% 
better than that of B.B. wire of No. 12 size. 

\mertel-135 is especially adapted to long 
span construction at low cost. Amertel-85 is 
est for medium long spans for exchange 
nd rural use. Both types have an extra 
tactor of safety for better resistance to wind 
nd sle ex. 

To reduce maintenance even more, many 
ompanies are installing P.F.T. Preformed 
\rmor Rods which effectively dampen vi- 
ration and protect the conductor at its 
most vulnerable point—the support. Write 
lor complete engineering information. 


AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE COMPANY 
Cleveland, Chicago and New York 


Columbia Steel Company, San Francisco 
Pacific Coast Distributors 


Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Company, 
Birmingham, Southern Distributors 


United States Steel Export Company, New York 


UNITED SCares SFE 


look for this tag 
Wis your assurance 
high quality wire. 
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REG. U.S. AT. OFFICE 


Here’s help for locating 
personnel in office or factory 


@ Here’s help in getting people who are out of 
their offices to answer phones quickly. You 
can reach them regardless of where they are 
... in plant or office. If necessary, you can 
tell them who is calling and what is wanted. 
This permits the individual to decide whether 
he wants to be ealled back or to take the call 


on a nearby phone. 


“Telepage” is an excellent aid for keeping an 
open board at any office or plant. It is quick 


and easy to use. 


There are many commercial telephone sub- 
scribers in your territory who need “Tele- 
page”. Why not recommend this quality pag- 
ing system as a supplementary method for 
locating personnel ? 

Write Webster Electric, Racine, Wisconsin, 


for full information. 


Licensed under U.S. Paten of Western Electric Company 
Incorporated, and American Telephone and Telegraph Compan 
v7 ELECTRIC 
WEBSTER (i 
RACINE 222) WISCONSIN 


Established 1909 


Export Dept. 13 E. 40th St., New York (16),N.Y. Cable Address "*ARLAB" New York City 


"Where Quality is a Responsibility and Fair Dealing an Obligation" 
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WELLER 


SOLDERING GUN 


Time Saving-Money Making Features> 


5 SECOND HEATING 





115 Volts ADJUSTABLE TIP 
60 Cycles 

Two Models 
100 Watts 
Single heat 
100/135 Watts 


Dual heat 









See your telephone supply house. 
Or write direct for bulletin. 


WELLER Mfg. Co. 


814 Packer St. e Easton, Pa. 


DUAL HEAT 








Neoprene 
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T. F. CASSIDY 


of the telephone paystation business, 
including engineering, manufacturing 
and sales. He served successively as 
telephone engineer, telephone _ sales 
manager, plant manager, and more 
recently as chief engineer and director 
of product development. His work in 
these several capacities has been a 
dominant influence in the guiding of 
paystation development and manufac- 
ture along sound and progressive lines. 

As plant manager of the Gray com- 
pany during the war years, Mr. Cas- 
sidy directed the engineering and man- 
ufacture of war products, particularly 
air borne radar spinners. Also during 
this period, the forerunner of the Av- 
dograph, now manufactured by the 
Gray company, was developed for the 
armed forces. Following the war, Mr. 
Cassidy directed the re-engineering of 
this device for commercial applicatior 
in the dictation and telephone record- 
ing fields. 

Mr. Cassidy is a graduate of Rens- 
selaer Polytechnic Institute (M.E., ’28), 
and is a member and past sectiol 
chairman of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. He is also 4 
member of the National Aeronautical 
Association, the Armed Forces Com- 
munications Association, and a 20- 
year member of the Independent Pic- 
neer Telephone Association. 


Vv 


“Megger" Tester Bulletin 

The James G. Biddle Co., 1316 Arch 
St., Philadelphia 7, Pa., has just re 
leased its new Bulletin 21-45-41 which 
covers all phases of the hand-operatet 
“Meg” Type of “Megger” insulation 
testers. The bulletin includes illus 
trations and descriptions of the instrv- 
ments, together with assistance ‘or the 
selection of instruments, appli tions, 
operating characteristics, prices an¢ 
specifications. 


TELEPHONY 








F. R 
On § 


A 
Elect 
a din 
field- 
Feb. 
dent 
the f 
scient 
Cai 
that 
fluent 
to lo 
He p 
his 6 
catior 
of col 
phone 
ut th 
for h 
able 
lustr 
gener 
Am 
Chica 
Cleve 
comps 
Mr. 
at W 
a schi 
ments 
arat 
f on 
teleph 
fields, 
Mr. 
ith 1 


trie ( 


vith 
n che 





F. R. McBerty Honored 
On 80th Birthday 


PPROXIMATELY 100 officers and 
A veteran employes of the North 
Electric Mfg. Co. and guests attended 
a dinner in the ballroom of the Mans- 
feld-Leland Hotel, Mansfield, Ohio, on 
Feb. 13 to honor F. R. McBerty, presi- 
dent of the North company and one of 
the foremost telephone engineers and 
scientists, on his 80th birthday. 

Carl Gugler, Galion, Ohio, one of 
that city’s civic leaders, who was in- 
fuential in getting the North company | 
to locate in Galion, was toastmaster. 
He paid tribute to Mr. McBerty for | 
his 61 years’ service to the communi- 
cations industry, and read a number | 
of congratulatory telegrams from tele- 
phone men and organizations through- | 
out the world commending Mr. McBerty | > af A 

for his many achievements and valu- ; 

ss, fable contributions to the telephone in- FOR YOUR CONS Oo 

ng Fdustry and communications field in IDERATI N 
as § general. 
les} Among the guests were J. A. Diener, ny U BA be D 

"ei Chicago, Ill, and J. F. Sweeney, ; 

Cleveland, Ohio, directors of the North 

“rn TRANSPOSITION 
of Mr. McBerty was born Feb. 14, 1868, 

_ gat Warren, Ohio, and it was here, as 
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TELEPHONE CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 


ANCHORS, PLATE AND SCREW « BRACES » BRACKETS, POLE, CORNER 
AND HOUSE » CABLE SUSPENSION HARDWARE « CARRIAGE BOLTS 
CROSS ARM BOLTS » CABLE RACKS » CABLE SHIELDS « DRIVE HOOKS 
EXTENSION ARMS . EYE BOLTS-HUBEYE » GRADE CLAMPS « GUY 
CLAMPS#GROUND RODS» GUYING ACCESSORIES+ GUY PROTECTORS 
GUY HOOKS »« HUBEYE NUTS » HUBEYE BOLTS »« LAG SCREWS 
MESSENGER DEAD ENDS « MACHINE BOLTS » MANHOLE LADDERS 
POLE SEATS » POLE BALCONIES « PINS » POLE STRUTS » POLE STEPS 
STUBBING BANDS «+ STRAIN PLATES » STORM GUY ATTACHMENTS 
SIDE-WALK GUYS « SPAN CLAMPS « TRANSPOSITION BRACKETS 
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Those at the speaker's table at the dinner for Mr McBerty are, left to right, MRS. G. A. BERTING; MR. BERTING, assistant secretary of the North 

Electric Mfg. Co.; MRS. L. J. DAVIS; MR. DAVIS, secretary-treasurer and director of the North company; MRS. CARL J. GUGLER; MR. GUGLER, toast- 

master; MR. McBERTY; J. F. SWEENEY, director; MRS. F. R. McBERTY; J. A. DIENNER, director; MRS. H. D. BURNS; MR. BURNS, assistant secre- 
tary-assistant treasurer; MRS. LLOYD BENDER, and MR. BENDER, vice president in charge of production. 


of which had been placed on the Amer- 
ican market in 1920. 

The culmination of Mr. McBerty’s 
career of inventing unquestionably lies 
in the invention of the McBerty relay 


system of dial automatic switching. 
This system was first placed on the 
market in 1939. Mr. McBerty con- 


tinues to devote a large portion of his 
time to the direction of research and 
development of this system. 

While with the Western Electric Co. 
Mr. McBerty also collaborated with C. 
E. Scribner in the perfection of the 
X-Ray tube and photographic process. 
The first X-Ray photograph made in 
America was of Mr. McBerty’s hand 





during these experiments. He also was 
active in the development of the first 
printing telegraph equipment and in the 
DeForest vacuum tube, the forerunner 
of modern radio. 

Mr. McBerty is a “Fellow” of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
and of the Western 
Society of Engineers. 


neers, a founder 

He is one of the few persons to have 
been admitted to full membership of 
the British Institution of Electrical 
Engineers without having 
through the lower grades of member- 
ship. He member of this 
organization in 1914. 

Mr. McBerty has been the recipient 


passed 


became a 


of many honors at home and abroad 


for his engineering achievements ir 
cluding Medals of Honor at the 1906 
and 1914 Paris Expositions. In 1917 


he received the Fahy prize for his pa- 
per on “Machine Switching Telephone 
Gear.”’ 

Mr. McBerty has always been inter- 
ested in civic affairs. At one time and 
another he has belonged to the follow- 
ing organizations: charter 
Chamber of 


member of 


American Commerce i! 


London, United States Chamber of 
Commerce, the Ohio Chamber of Com- 
merce, Cleveland Chamber of Com- 
merce, Mansfield Chamber of Com- 


merce, Rotary Club and Kiwanis Club 





Two groups photographed at the party honoring F. R. McBERTY on his 80th birthday. LEFT PHOTO, left to right: MR. McBERTY, MRS. C. J. MURPHY 


MR. MURPHY, chief of the installation division of the North Electric Mfg. Co., and its oldest employe in point of service; MISS HELEN 


FRANKS 


secretary to Mr. McBerty, and H. C. RYON, North Electric sales manager. RIGHT PHOTO, left to right: MR. McBERTY, C. J. LUCIUS and PAUL HEL 
FRICH, veteran North employes, and MRS. G. A. BERTING, Mr. McBerty's daughter. 
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Los Gatos Company to Install 
Dial System 

Dial telephones for Los Gatos, 
Calif., were recently assured and the 
service will be installed 
shortly, according to F. M. Parsons, 
sales manager, Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co., Chicago, Ill., and J. W. 
Crider, president of the Los Gatos 
(Calif.) Telephone Co. The latter 
signed a contract last month with the 
Kellogg company for the purchase of 
an entire new dial system. 

The signing of the contract, Mr. 
Crider pointed out, is the culmination 
of several months of study of traffic 
requirements, engineering data and the 
anticipated future growth of the Los 
Gatos; San Jose and Santa Clara 
County communities. 

The first half of 1949 has been tenta- 
tively set for the cut-over to the new 
lial service. Extended service to Camp- 
bell, Saratoga and San Jose also is 
neluded in the plan. Toll service will 
be extended and additional operators 
will be used in that section. 

The first dial telephones will be in- 
stalled within a few months in Burrell, 
Calif. When this installation is com- 
plete, this area will become a part of 
Gatos exchange and _ toll 
charges between the two points will be 
eliminated. 


improved 


the Los 


Telephone Co., and Mr. Crider. 





J. WALTER CRIDER, president, Los Gatos Telephone Co., signs contract which will give Los Gatos 
and several surrounding California towns dial service. 


Left to right: E. R. SEARS and SHELDON 
GUESS, Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co.; LYNDON FARWELL, vice president of the Los Gatos 








@ Great sensitivity is an outstanding fea- 
ture of this polarized relay, which makes it 
adaptable as both a transmitting relay and 
a receiving relay for small currents. No 
bouncing and distortion even up to 250 
cycles. 


Application: as impulse relay in automatic 
telephony, in voice frequency ringing de- 
vices and in all sorts of telegraph equip- 
ment. Has been used by the Danish Post 
Office in teleprinter equipment and by 
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other Administrations for several years. 


Inquiries Invited 


TELEFON FABRIK AUTOMATIC A/S 


AMALIEGADE 7 COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 
a 














We DO furnish the 


Telephone Industry 
with supplies by 
Leading Manufacturers 


We DO NOT sell 
War Surplus Material 


WE ARE PROUD OF OUR SERVICE 


UNION 
SUPPLY éx E Todhete ea 


606 S. Mint St. 


Call or write us for 
further information 


Phone 4-6417 


MEMBER NORTH CAROLINA — SOUTH CAROLINA AND 
VIRGINIA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATIONS 


Charlotte, N. C. 
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Buckingham Has New 
Industrial Safety Seat 

The Buckingham Mfg. Co., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., has just announced its 
new industrial safety seat for workers 
on hazardous jobs, especially when 
they are suspended in the air. 


The equipment includes a rigid seat 
that hooks into a saddle and cannot 
become disengaged while in use, mak- 
ing a comfortable and less confining 
seat from which to work. The chest 
harness, attached to a clamp well up 
on the supporting rope or cable, does 
not interfere with a workman’s free- 
dom of motion while he is wearing it. 


It differs from other riggings used 
for similar purposes in the fact that 
when a workman has been lowered to 
the bottom of an enclosure, the sup- 
porting line can be slackened to per- 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TiE Co. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











Cedar Poles 
MACGILLIS & GIBBS COMPANY 


Wells Bidg., Milwaukee 2, 
7 oe 
Northern White and Western Red 


Cedar Poles—Plain or Butt-Treated 


Wis. 








POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cascade Pole Co., P.O. Box 743, Ta- 
coma, Wash. — Creosoted Douglas Fir 
and Cedar Poles. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. 








Forest Products Treating Co., 824 Pit- 
tock Block, Portland, Ore.—Douglas Fir 
and Lodgepole Pine Poles’ Pressure 
Treated at Laramie, Wyo., and The 
Dalles, Ore. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles, Plain or butt-treated. 








Poles, incorporated, Spokane, Wash. 
— Western Larch, Cedar, Pine, Fir, 
Plain, Butt Treated, Full Length 
Treated. All poles machine peeled. Send 
for pamphlet. 








Wood Products Co., American Bank 
Bidg., Portland, Ore.—Creosoted Douglas 
Fir, Larch, and Lodgepole Pine Poles. 
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mit his absolute freedom of action, 
according to the company. 


The belt is made of four-ply cotton 
webbing, moisture proofed and mildew 
resistant, securely stitched and riveted. 
The belt is fitted with both a ring and 
snap fastener for carrying tools and 
accessories. All dee rings are drop 
forged. The solid wooden seat is 15 
ins. long and 5% ins. wide. 


The safety hook is hand forged from 
quality steel. It is provided as a sep- 
arate unit but one end of it may be 
permanently attached to the belt by 
simply closing its small eye around the 
dee ring. The open end is safeguarded 
against release, yet can be easily dis- 
engaged. The breadth of the hook and 
the width of the saddle permit body 
weight to be supported freely and 
eliminate any tightening of the belt 
around the waist. 


Vv 


Onan Issues Folder 
On Standby Power Units 


A new booklet entitled “Onan Stand- 
by Everywhere,” was issued recently 
by D. W. Onan and Sons Inc., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


The folder describes how standby 
electric power provides protection from 
electric powerline breakdowns by the 
installation of Onan emergency electric 
plants. 


A table of capacities of Onan emer- 
gency plants is included along with a 
description of the Onan automatic AC 
line transfer controls which are de- 
signed to switch over the electrical 
load to the standby unit within seconds 
after mainline power fails. 


Copies of the folder may be ob- 
tained by writing the publicity depart- 
ment of D. W. Onan & Sons Ince., 43 
Royalston Ave. N., Minneapolis 5 
Minn. 


, 


Vv 


Precision Instruments 
Catalog Issued 

A wide range of precision instru- 
ments for industry and utility are con- 
tained in a new catalog compiled by 
Associated Research, Inc., 231 S. Green 
St., Chicago 7, Il. 


Technical information and engineer- 
ing data in regard to insulation and 
ground resistance testing, and insula- 
tion breakdown testing are contained 
in this catalog. Other instruments 
shown are ohmmeters, ammeters, soil 
resistivity meters, limits bridges, trans- 
formers and tachometers. The Keeler 
Polygraph (known as the Lie Detector) 
is also described; and engineering 
service representatives are listed. 








ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery PI., N. Y. Cc. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms .. Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES 

Winnfield, Lar” Loulevitien ‘mrs 
anfieid, Oulsville, Miss. New York, N. Y 
Norfolk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Phil Pa 
Annapolis, Md. Catenss te 7 















































WESTERN RED CEDAR 
+» POLES « 


CREOSOTE BUTT TREATED 


CANADA GREOSOTING Co. LTD. 


CALGARY - CANADA 


DOUGLAS FIR CROSSARMS 
CEDAR POLES 


R. G. HALEY & CO. 


SPITZER BLDG. 
phe) S 4elomme) ile) 





ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH BOGGS and CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 


803 Electric Building | 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. ii 














CYRUS G. HILL 
ENGINEERS 
ALLEN K. HAMILTON 


PLANT — TRAFFIC — COMMERCIAL 
VALUATIONS AND ORIGINAL COST 


231 S. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 4 








SLOAN, COOK & LOWE 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals—Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 



































MANFRED K. TOEPPEN 
ENGINEER 


Consultation—Investigation 
Reports 
639 S. Spring Street, Les Angeles 14, Collf. 


and 
261 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 



























































NEED HELP — 7? 
INSTALLATION @© MAINTENANCE ¢ REPAIR 
TROUBLE SHOOTING @ REMODELLING 
Full or Part Time Dial, Manual, Magneto 
Quick, Courteous, Competent Service Meeting Your 
Specifications and Priced Within Reason. 
Write for information. No obligation J 
UTILITIES EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
129 West Oak St. Springfield, {\linols 
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